
Westmoreland Congregational United Church of Christ 
Governance Council Meeting October 10th, 2018 
 
 
Present: Trey Holloway (Moderator), Lisa Choate (Moderator-Elect), Mary Hallward-Driemeier, Mary 
Grossnick, Jeanine Derr 
 
Ex-Officio: Tim Tutt (Senior Minister), Jan Stohlman (Clerk) 
 
Absent: Lee Alekel, Casey Fannon 
 
Trey Holloway called the meeting to order at 7:45 pm. 
 
Children’s Ministry 
 
Tim brought up that Laura Cooper and Sarah Freeley will fill in temporarily until we find a permanent 
replacement for the Director of Spiritual Formation for children. Long term issues pointed out by Tim 
are: need for a manager of volunteers, questions to be explored  are: what is the purpose of church 
school, what are the parent responsibilities, how do we maintain a steady cadre of teachers, should we 
try different approaches such as social justice activities and children’s worship service. 
 
Action items: 
 
Create an educational task force. Mary H.D. and Jeanine have volunteered and Trey will ask other 
members of the church as well. The goal of the group will be to determine the vision of children’s 
religious education.  
 
Motion 18 GC-14  Approve an additional five days of annual leave for Senior Minister Tim Tutt. Current 
annual leave is 20 days, increase would make Tim Tutt’s annual leave 25 days. 
 
Motion: Jeanine Derr     Second: Mary Grossnick   Vote:All in favor 
 
 
Motion 18  GC-15   Approve a 4% raise to  Samantha Steinfeld’s (Communications Manager) annual 
salary, effective January 1, 2019.  
 
Motion: Jeanine Derr    Second: Mary Grossnick    Vote: All in Favor 
 
  
Important upcoming dates for 2019 budget 
 
GC will hold their November meeting on Wednesday, November 7th at 7:30 pm (one week earlier than 
usual,)  in order to review and discuss budget.  
 
Budget meeting—Sunday, November 11th at 9:00 am  
 
Congregational Meeting to vote on Budget and Nominations—Sunday, November 18th 
 



Motion 18 GC-16  Approve September 2018 minutes 
 
Motion: Lisa Choate    Second: Trey Holloway   Vote: All in Favor 
 
Finance Review 
 
Trey reported that Pledge income is on track for the end of year. Discussed giving members a status of 
their pledging mid year in 2019.  
 
The balance sheet reflects a drawing down of funds to use for construction costs,  as work continues on 
the renovation.  
 
Business Manager for WUCC contracts 
 
Mary Grossnick initiated a discussion about the need for organization of our major contracts with 
outside vendors such as Washington Conservatory of Music, AL-Anon, AA and equipment providers. In 
the past, WUCC had various staff and other church members filling that position. GC conversed about 
the issues and decided to defer the decision until another meeting.  
 
Stewardship  
 
Trey and Lisa will email regarding the telephone bank for pledging.  
 
Retreat 
 
Mary Hallward-Driemeier commented that the retreat was a huge success with a fun game night and 
deep reflection time. Elizabeth Benton will organize the 2019 retreat. It was suggested that the date of 
retreat be scheduled so the Volunteer Corps board could attend. This retreat was very close to the date 
of the  Volunteer Corps’ individual retreat. Also suggested was a mid year retreat and an inter-
generational game night.  
 
Sprint contract 
 
Trey reported this contract is on hold. 
 
Other news 
 
144 people have signed up to attend the Gala, Saturday October 13th  
 
Trey closed the meeting at 9:30 pm.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jan Stohlman (Clerk)  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


