
Westmoreland Congregational United Church of Christ  

Governance Council Meeting, April 10th, 2019 

Present: Lisa Choate (Moderator), John Timmer (Moderator-Elect), Greg Perla, Nancy Lohman, Adam 
Thomas, Lee Alekel, Mary Hallward-Driemeier (via Zoom) 

Ex-Officio: Jan Stohlman (Clerk)  

Absent: Tim Tutt (Senior Minister), Susan Kirk 

Lisa Choate called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  

 

Motion 19 GC-7 Approve February and March, 2019 minutes 

Motion: Greg Perla    Second: Lee Alekel    Vote: All in Favor 

 

Stewardship 

Stewardship has been renamed Generosity and Stewardship Team. They are sending a letter out to 
express gratitude for Capital Campaign Support next week.  

Tim, Lisa and Jo Jo Shelton are working on a letter to explain the WUCC’s financial situation. Discussion 
ensued about length of letter and whether it should be condensed. Nancy Lohman suggested that 
announcement should be made during church service that letter is forthcoming and asking members to 
read it carefully due to the important subject matter.  

Mary Hallward-Driemeier (Liaison) and others report: 

1) Lisa commented that more fundraising will be held when construction is completed.  
2) Requests for additional contributions will be tailor made to individuals and categories. GC 

approves. See below.  
3) Change orders, fire hydrant, architectural and supervision fees have created a deficit of 

approximately $500,000.  
4) There are two letters that will be sent out in the next two weeks: The first letter is a thank you 

to members of church for their generosity during the Capital Campaign and to inform them of 
upcoming events. The second letter is regarding WUCC’s financial situation.  

GC agrees with the process of contacting categories of individuals to be decided by Leon Goodson re: 
increasing their contribution. Also discussed was contacting non-pledging families.  

 

Other Board/ Committee reports 

Board of Membership and Fellowship: Lisa (Liaison) reports that BMF is hosting a mimosa brunch on 
Easter Sunday.  



Deacons: Greg Perla reports that communion is set up for the rest of Lent. Deacons will oversee Easter 
morning breakfast. 

Social Justice and Action: Nancy (Liaison) reports that they are visiting agencies that WUCC funds which 
makes a positive difference.  T-shirt Memorial was very successful ranging over three Sundays and 
turning out to have a rich spiritual tone.  

Property: John Timmer (Liaison) stated church roof is major issue. Also Roy Grossnick is reworking some 
of the construction contracts.  

Westmoreland Service Corps: Adam Thomas (Liaison) reports that he has sent an email to Beth Ferris,  
re: general question as to who will lead the board in discussion and action for future of WSC. Also, Adam 
mentioned the GC’s recommendation for a house inspection. Beth commented they are busy recruiting 
and will deal with that after recruiting is completed. Adam will follow up to get approval to move 
forward on house inspection. He will set up the house inspection. WSC will hold meetings in Fall, 2019 to 
address their future.  

Nomination of Tim Tutt to Montgomery County Remembrance and Reconciliation Commission 

GC approves the letter as amended.  

Financial Reports and action 

Lisa and Lee Alekel met with the Board Chairs last Sunday to discuss budget and related issues.  

Lee will correct loan interest amount in budget and submit to Mike Weber and George Christo. 

Other business 

Lee reports that she, Roy Grossnick and Tim have been working on a new leasing contract with 
Washington Conservatory. The current contract expires in September, 2019.  

Lisa stated that groups of people will be brainstorming revenue possibilities. Keller Staley is checking 
with other congregations in the area for ideas. Lee suggested if you have any suggestions to submit to 
Financial Task Force.  

Next meeting Wednesday, May 8th, 2019 

Lisa closed the meeting in prayer at 9:00 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Jan Stohlman (Clerk)  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


