
Westmoreland Volunteer Corps Board 
Minutes of meeting on August 10, 2014 

 

Attending:  John Graves (chair), Joe Bush, Mackenzie Cooke, Edrie Hough, Susan Langley, Chris 
Lawrence, Jason Moskowitz, Jane Williams (note-taker) 
 
John G. called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. and opened with a request for thoughtful 
silence or prayer for a good friend’s son, just diagnosed with a very serious illness. 
 
Susan was bid farewell and heartfelt thanks for her service on the VCB.  Mackenzie was 
welcomed as a new board member. 
 
Arrival of volunteers and September activities 
Edrie will bring dinner to the volunteer house August 28; Joe, August 29.  The welcome dinner 
will be at Jane’s and George’s house August 30 at 6 p.m.  The new volunteers will move in 
August 28.  They will be with Yonce August 29 and with John G and Lee Alekel, chair of 
Westmoreland’s Board of Outreach Ministries, on August 30.   
 
New volunteers will be introduced to the Westmoreland congregation on Sept. 7.  The VCB will 
meet Sept. 14 at 8:30 a.m. in the Blue Room.  Chris will do the opening. 
 
Summary of VCB roles and responsibilities 

1. MarySue will be the CVN liaison, if that is pertinent for the upcoming year. 
2. Jason will continue as treasurer. 
3. Lorrie and Jason will do social media. 
4. Mackenzie will do alumni outreach. 
5. John G. will be the primary agency contact. 
6. Joe, Chris, Edrie and John P. will be the selection committee for the top five and second 

five volunteer candidates. 
7. John G. will ask John P. if he wants to be March Madness coordinator.  If not, Jane will 

continue. 
8. Jane will continue to do minutes of VCB meetings. 

 
Liaisons to agencies 

1. Chris will be liaison with SOME and Megan. 
2. Mackenzie will be liaison with Sasha Bruce and Caitlin. 
3. Lorrie and MarySue will be asked if they want to be liaisons with Mobile Med and Pregnancy 

Aid.  [N.B.  MarySue later offered to be liaison to Mobile Med.] 
The job of the liaisons is to see that volunteers’ placements with agencies are working out.  Two new 
agencies have been added:  Jubilee Jobs and OAR (Offender Aid and Restoration of Arlington County, 
Inc.) 
 
 



 
House 
Robert has filed the claim with WSSC for damage.  Gabrielle will have to file a separate claim for the loss 
of her clothes.  On August 16 Beth and John G will do the miscellaneous chores identified by Roy. 
 
Candidate recruitment and selection  
Jason said that he and Lorrie have talked about a broader approach to social media.  Chris will work with 
them.  They will target umbrella groups and will create a Facebook page.  Volunteer vacancies will also 
be posted to college and university sites where past volunteers have attended, like Davidson, Elon and 
Carleton.   
 
Jane’s “Proposal for Screening Applications, Inviting Candidates for Interviews and Selecting and Placing 
Candidates with Agencies in ‘Mutual Matching,’” was accepted by consensus.  It is important that all 
agency interviews agreed to by VC candidates be acceptable potential placements for those candidates.  
Susan mentioned the problems with volunteers leaving early, as in working the number of hours 
required by CVN and also the loss of rent and the shortened community. 
 
Co-chair 
John G reiterated that he is looking for someone to co-chair in 2014-15 and to succeed him as chair in 
2015-16.  If no one steps forward, it will be Westmoreland’s responsibility to fill the vacancy. 
 
Audrey’s farewell 
Audrey arrived to say farewell to VCB members, as well as the absentees, and said it was a “wonderful 
year.”  She asked that VCB members be in touch in advance by e-mail, text or phone (to the volunteer’s 
cell #) if any VCB member needs to come to the house.  She said, “Prior consultation is always a good 
idea.” 
 


