
Westmoreland Volunteer Corps Board 

Minutes of meeting on February 23, 2014 

 

Attending:  John Graves, (chair), Joe Bush, Mary Sue Johnson, Chris Lawrence, Lorrie Meier, 
Jason Moskowitz, Jane Williams (note-taker) 
Guest:  Audrey Purdue 
 
John opened the meeting at 8:38 and invited silent prayer for Beth Ferris and her mother. 
The regular order of business for the VCB meetings was suspended in favor of the two 
priority items for discussion, as shown below. 
 
Gabrielle Gill – second course 
The board members discussed and approved matching funding of $700 (with 
Westmoreland’s Board of Outreach Ministries) for the second-level online course in 
anatomy and physiology she would need as a prerequisite for graduate schools  to which 
she is applying.  The exception is Yale, which requires only the first-level course.  Gabrielle 
expects to know soon if she will be accepted and will decide to attend Yale.  Joe said, for the 
benefit of those not present at the January meeting, of John Pielemeier’s observation 
(because he was on the VCB at the time) that the rationale for setting up the training 
budget was consistent with Gabrielle’s request.  The support for the second course, if 
required, will come from the training budget and the balance from other, unobligated 
funds.   
 
Lorrie, Mary Sue and Chris volunteered to work on some general guidelines to help the VCB 
navigate unusual requests such as Gabrielle’s.  John G pointed out that “there is always 
some new thing” with which the VCB needs to deal.  He will send his ideas to the small 
group, which will bring a draft to the full board at its April meeting. 
 
 
Selection of 2014-15 volunteers:  top five and second five 
Joe said that he, Chris, Jane and Edrie Hough reviewed the 16 completed applications.  Joe 
recused himself from decision-making because a relative was among the applicants.  Chris 
and Jane agreed on the top five and applicants six through ten as alternates, to which Edrie 
later concurred by phone.  She had had an accident and could not attend the review 
meeting in person.  
 
Board members agreed by consensus to the top five the review group had selected and 
everyone present ranked the second five candidates so that, if need be, they could be 
contacted in order.  Joe read off Edrie’s rankings so they could be factored in too.  As 
candidate coordinator, Jane will contact the top five and proceed from there as quickly as 
possible with the details of their schedules, agencies, etc.   
 



Lorrie offered to serve as a host too, along with those who volunteered at the January 
meeting. 
 
Winter and spring retreats 
Audrey said the volunteers thought the winter retreat was a great social experience and 
they still want to learn more about the board members.  The volunteers would still like the 
spring retreat to be at the Outer Banks, despite the distance.  Jason will work with them on 
a trip there separate from a retreat. 
 
There is no certain site for the spring retreat yet.  Gabrielle has a lead for a place in Ocean 
City.  John G is looking into the Shenandoah State Park and also has a list of other possible 
venues.  Lorrie asked if an in-town retreat might be an alternative. 
 
 
 
John will do the opening for the April meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55. 
 
 


