
MINUTES 
Board of Social Justice & Action (SJA) 

Sunday, May 13, 2018 
 

Attendees:  Gloria Betts, Sarah Engle (by phone), Melissa Herman, Paul Leistra, Nancy Lohman, Cindy 
Saunders, Rebecca Unruh (by phone), Dick Staufenberger.  Jerry Hartman was absent. 
 
1. Approval of the April Minutes: The April minutes were previously approved by email. 
2. Prayer: Rebecca led us in prayer. 
3. Treasurer’s update: Dick confirmed that we have approximately $41,000 in the SJA account to date, 

which does not include the $2,500 we will receive from the McDowell Foundation.  Last year we 
distributed approximately $51,000 to grantees, so will have to fund fewer organizations this year, or 
provide smaller grants across the board. The Board discussed focusing our grants on organizations 
with smaller budgets where we can have more of an impact. 

4. Scholarship programs: Melissa has raised approximately $20,000 for Shaw Scholarships. Melissa and 
Dick reported that both the Shaw Scholarships and Westmoreland Scholars programs have had 
trouble recruiting applicants despite reaching out to multiple area schools. It was suggested that 
current scholarship recipients could spread the word about the programs to their friends. 

5. Children’s Collection: We are collecting play equipment for Project Transformation this month. 
Cindy will deliver the items in June.  Gloria reported that Samaritan has not yet received their 
eyeglasses donation.  Dick reported that children will be collecting jewelry for Calvary in November. 

6. Site visits: Members reported on their site visits to grantees, and on outstanding visits still to be 
completed.  No problems were identified.  Members discussed whether we should make site visits a 
requirement of the grant. Several members reported on additional volunteer opportunities, 
including a toy wrapping paper at OAR in early December (Arlington), volunteers needed at CAIR 
detention centers, mock interviews at Thrive DC (date TBD), and the ability for children 3rd grade 
and older to volunteer for Thrive DC’s dinner program for women and children. Members discussed 
wanting to continue publicizing events and volunteer opportunities to support SJA grantees. 
Rebecca will compile and circulate information from the reports about additional opportunities. 

7. Grantee Mid-year reports: Nancy is sending reminders to grantees to submit required midyear 
reports by June 1. Members who receive midyear reports directly can send them to Rebecca. 

8. Anti-Gun violence efforts: Nancy reached out to the dozen or more people Tim identified as 
interested in gun violence issues, and also to River Road Unitarian for information about how their 
congregation is engaging in the issue. Based on a referral from RRU, Nancy is now the 
Westmoreland contact for an ecumenical, interfaith group. 

9. Fall SJA Retreat: The Board is tentatively reserving Sunday, September 16 for a post-Church off-site 
retreat (in lieu of a September meeting) to discuss SJA’s vision, priorities, and goals for the year. 

10. Westmoreland Volunteer Corps social event: Sarah volunteered to contact the WVC members to 
plan a social event before the volunteers conclude their year in Washington. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Sunday, June 10 at 8:30am (Library). 
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