
MINUTES 
Board of Social Justice & Action (SJA) 

Sunday, August 12, 2018 
 

Attendees:  Melissa Herman, Nancy Lohman, Rebecca Unruh, Dick Staufenberger (by phone), Jerry 
Hartman, Sarah Engle and Paul Leistra.  Gloria Betts and Cindy Sanders were absent. Kaeley McAvoy was 
also in attendance. 
 
1. Prayer: Nancy led us in prayer. 
2. Approval of the June Minutes: The June minutes were approved. 
3. Treasurer’s update: We will have approximately $50,000 to distribute to grantees in late 2018, 

including an anticipated $2,500 from the McDowell Foundation, and not including a $5,000 donation 
that will be put towards the 2018 Christmas offering.  The Westmoreland Scholars & Mentorship 
program has pledges and cash on hand totaling $120,000.  

a. ACTION ITEM: Dick will determine the balance in the McDowell Foundation endowment and 
will confirm with Leon that the rules require an annual minimum distribution of $2,500 or  
up to 5% of the end-of-year average for the past 3 years.  

4. Introduction of Kaeley McEvoy: Kaeley described her background, her commitment to social justice, 
and her new role at WCUCC.  We discussed ways to involve her social justice, including using service 
projects and activism as part of Kaeley’s roles in youth ministry and general WCUCC community 
building, and involving Kaeley in the effort to increase WCUCC involvement with WVC organizations. 
Another idea was to involve the youth in justice-oriented social media on behalf of the church. 
Nancy noted that the Central Atlantic Conference is launching a program on race that might be a 
good fit for Kaeley, given her previous involvement facilitating sacred conversations on race. 

5. Grantee Monthly Highlights: We committed to launching our monthly highlights of SJA grantees in 
September. We would like to highlight in the newsletter and weekly bulletin the good work the 
organization is doing and provide information about how the congregation can get more involved 
with each grantee organization through volunteerism, events, and in-kind donations. We will 
attempt to match the highlighted grantee with the recipient of that month’s Children’s Collection. 

a. ACTION ITEMS: Sarah will contact Amy Tutt to see which organizations are in line for 
upcoming Children’s Collections.  If the September collection will benefit an SJA grantee, we 
will choose that organization to highlight in September. Sarah will draft the blurbs with 
assistance from the SJA liaison for that particular organization. 

6. Grantee Mid-year reports: Nancy noted that we received all midyear reports except from Bethesda 
Cares. Organizations that do not submit midyear reports are ineligible for grants during the next 
cycle. Nancy noted that all but 5 organizations had already spent their funds, so their midyear 
reports will serve as their final reports.  The other 5 grantees (CAIR, CWS, Pregnancy Aid, Critical 
Exposure, and Mobile Med) need to spend their funds and submit final reports by Sep. 30, 2018.   

a. ACTION ITEM: Nancy will send reminders in September to current grantees about the 
deadlines for the final report and grant applications.  



7. Toy Collection: Caryn McTighe Musil had asked whether SJA wanted to collect toys for an Anacostia 
clinic as we have in the past. The Board decided to focus its collections on the grantees and could 
perhaps collect Christmas presents for Shaw and other grantee organizations serving children.   

8. Westmoreland Volunteer Corps: We will be hosting a dessert meet-and-greet with the new WVC 
cohort tonight at 7pm at the WVC house to discuss SJA’s work and grant process, and how WCUCC 
could become more involved with the host organizations.  The SJA liaisons for each of those 
organizations will reach out to the volunteers to explain more about the grant application process.  

9. Westmoreland Mentors update: Dick noted that the first cohort of scholars is beginning college this 
fall, and that three new scholars have been chosen. Sarah will be a mentor for one of the new 
scholars. We discussed the need to better publicize the program to show how WCUCC is taking 
action related to Black Lives Matter, and to get more congregation involvement. Dick noted that 
they have removed “Shaw” from the name to avoid confusion with the existing Shaw Scholars 
program.  Melissa noted that the Shaw Scholars program has almost reached their $25,000 goal.  

10. Other Items: Nancy noted that WCUCC has formed an Anti-Gun Violence group of 6-7 people, and 
that one possible avenue for involvement are the monthly vigils taking place on the 14th of every 
month at 10am (except Sundays, which are at 2pm) at NRA headquarters in Fairfax. We discussed 
the possibility of attending on Sunday, October 14 at 2pm. We also discuss Tim’s suggestion to 
Nancy and Cindy over the summer that SJA consider organizing a day of service on MLK Day, or a 
whole month of service in January.  Jerry noted that it could be helpful to highlight the McDowell 
Foundation’s social justice litigation.  

a. ACTION ITEM: Jerry will contact Tim about highlighting the Foundation’s work during a 
service. 

11. September agenda: We will discuss the items that were planned for the Fall retreat. 
a. ACTION ITEM: Review retreat agenda discussed during the June meeting. Gloria and Cindy 

agreed to research social justice initiatives at other churches; Rebecca to talk to Alexis. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Sunday, September 9 at 8:30 (Library)  
ADDITIONAL MTGS: Oct. 14 (may be longer to review grant applications), Nov. 11, Dec. 9. 
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