
MINUTES 
Board of Social Justice & Action (SJA) 
Sunday, April 2, 2017  8:45-9:50 am 

 
Present:  Jerry Hartman (phone), Melissa Herman, Caryn McTighe Musil, Ann Norman, Dick 

Staufenberger and Rebecca Unruh 

 

1. Opening Prayer or Meditation: Rebecca opened the meeting with a Prayer for Justice. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes:  March 2017 minutes were previously approved via e-mail. 

 

3. April 9 Mission Moment and Coffee Hours: We discussed plans for the Mission Moment with the 

Executive Director of Critical Exposure on Palm Sunday, and logistics for SJA hosting coffee hour that 

day. 

 

4. Syrian Refugees: Caryn reported that a group continues to work on refugee issues and that SJA 

members can let Nancy Pielmeier know if they are interested in getting involved. 

 

5. Reports on Grantee Visits:  Members reported on their visits or planned upcoming visits to 

grantees.  We agreed to ask grantees during the visits how Westmoreland can get more involved, 

either through in-kind donations or volunteering. We also discussed bringing other grantees to the 

church for mission moments. Rebecca suggested we publicize the four concrete things Thrive DC 

said Westmorelanders could do to get involved, and inviting Greg Rockwell to talk to 

Westmorelanders in the future about Thrive’s work and volunteer opportunities. Rebecca also 

agreed to email Amy and Alexis to suggest doing a children’s collection for Thrive.  All members 

agreed to complete their visits by the next meeting.  Jerry suggested posting the grantee’s reports 

on Westmoreland’s website.   

 

6. Review of SJA Grant guidelines:  We discussed edits to the grant guidelines, and Melissa noted that 

we also needed to update the description of SJA on Westmoreland’s website, to which there is a link 

on the SJA grant page. Melissa agreed to look at the description and suggest edits to be discussed at 

the next meeting.  Caryn asked members to send additional edits to the grant guidelines by email.   

 

7. Update on Hosting Marches: Rebecca reported that we will be hosting approximately 50 

churchmembers from Minnesota for the People’s Climate March. Nancy and Dick will be the points 

of contact for our visitors. Dick agreed to review Tim’s previously circulated handout about hosting 

logistics, and to contact Tim to firm up details.  Rebecca reported that she had not received any 

response from the organizers of the March for Science, or from various colleges she reached out to. 

Bob Musil posted an offer to host on the Rachel Carson Council listserve, but we did not receive any 

requests to host groups in response. Rebecca has reached out to the organizer of the Immigrants 

March but has not received a response. She and Caryn will work together to reach out to various 



colleges in the coming month. We have not yet reached out to anyone about hosting marchers for 

the LGBT March in June. 

 

8. WVC social event: The Board discussed logistics of the dessert and dialogue scheduled at the WVC 

house on Friday, April 28 from 7-8:30pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, MAY 14 at 8:30 


