
Young Adult (18-35) 
Pilgrimage to Israel and Palestine 
October 30-November 10, 2019 

Olive Oil Ministry  
Scholarships for Member Congregation Young Adults 

The Olive Oil Ministry (OOM) is a network of congregations in the Washington, 
DC, area. The OOM is offering grants of $1000 to support younger (ages 18-35) 
members of OOM congregations to participate in the “Israel and Palestine Mission Trip 
for Young Adults and Professionals,” organized by Overlake Christian Church in 
Seattle, Washington, with support from Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP) and 
MEJDI Tours. This 10-day trip (October 30-November 10, 2019) has been timed to 
coincide with the peak of the olive harvest in Palestine, a unique time when multiple 
generations of Palestinian families come together to harvest the olive crop. 

The trip will combine guided visits to important holy sites in Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem, learning and hearing first-hand the contemporary, multi-narrative story of 
the people of the Holy Land, with 3 days of volunteer work and residence at Tent of 
Nations, which the OOM supports with the sale of olive oil and other fair-trade 
products.  

The estimated cost, excluding airfare, is based on the total number of 
participants – with 6 to 8 participants ($1,925 per person), 9 – 11 participants 
($1,610), and 12 or more participants ($1,370).  Round-trip airfare is expected to cost 
about $1,200.  The OOM grant would provide $1000. 

Guidelines – Olive Oil Ministry Grant 
Applicants should submit the application form and an essay clarifying (1) why s/he is 
interested in a mission trip to the Holy Land and (2) what the applicant feels s/he 
might contribute to the search for justice upon return.  Each scholarship recipient will 
be expected to submit a “mission report” of at least two pages within one month of 
return describing their experiences and to prepare jointly with other grant recipients a 
presentation to be delivered to OOM partner congregations. 

The Selection Committee: 
The selection committee is made up of representatives from 4 congregations within the 
OOM. The committee will review applicant’s written essay and then make a joint 
decision.  

Grants will be $1,000. 

Criteria: 
• Priority will be given to younger applicants (ages 18-35)
• We are looking for individuals who demonstrate a strong interest in the Holy

Land and the ongoing search for peace and justice in the region

Every attempt will be made to provide funding to members of various 
congregations within the OOM. 

Applications are due by May 15, 2019 with a $200 refundable deposit made 
payable to Westmoreland Congregational UCC. Full non-refundable deposit 
is due by September 1, 2019. 



Olive Oil Ministry (OOM) Mission Trip Grant  
for OOM Member Congregation Young Adults 

 

Applicant Name: _________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: ____________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP: __________________________________________________ 

Contact Info (phone and email): __________________________________ 

Occupation & Employer: _________________________________________ 

Congregation Affiliation: __________________________________________ 

Please attach a short essay, which demonstrates your interest in 
participating in this pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

I hereby apply for grant support from the OOM to assist me in 
traveling to Israel and Palestine as part of the “Israel and Palestine 
Mission Trip for Young Adults and Professionals”, organized by 
Overlake Christian Church. If I receive a grant from the OOM, I 
agree to provide a trip report to the OOM within one month of my 
return, describing the impact of the trip and how I intend to make 
others aware of what I saw and did, and to prepare jointly with the 
other grant recipients a presentation to the OOM congregations. If I 
cancel my trip, I agree to fully reimburse the Committee for the 
amount of the scholarship grant.  

Signed ______________________________________ Date _______________ 

Please send the application by May 15, 2019, to: 

Robert Mertz, Chair, Olive Oil Ministry 
5100 Baltimore Ave, Bethesda, MD 20816   
Or by email to: ramertz@gmail.com 
For questions: 301-229-0973 (home) 


