
Governance Council Meeting January 10th, 2018 Minutes 

 

Present: Lee Alekel, Mary Grossnick, Mary Hallward-Driemeier, Trey Holloway (Moderator), Lori 
Mosher, Lisa Choate (Moderator Elect), Marc Teerlink 

Ex Officio: Tom Lenhart (Sabbatical Minister), Jan Stohlman (Clerk) 

Guest: Geoff Lija 

Absent: Casey Fannon 

 

 

Trey Holloway called the meeting to order at 7:35 in the library. 

Introduction of new GC members: Introduction of new GC members: Lee Alekel, Marc Teerlink, Tom 
Lenhart, Jan Stohlman 

 

Spiritual Practice 

 Trey led a discussion on the book, A Failure of Nerve, by Edwin Freedman. Each meeting the GC will 
discuss a chapter of the book, led by GC members. 

 

Review and Approval of Minutes (November and December, 2017)  

Motion 18 GC-01 Approve the November and December minutes, 2017 

Motion: Mary Grossnick          Second: Marc Teerlink         Vote: All in favor 

 

Budget and Stewardship 

Lisa brought up the issue of determining the budget for the following year, which is done in September 
or October. She suggested that we view the budget of September, October of the previous year and 
incorporate that deficit into the budget for the next year, working behind rather than ahead. Tom stated 
that we could also look at a three year history, not just one year.  

Trey noted that undesignated funds are increasing but pledging is decreasing, indicating that members 
are still giving, just not pledging as much as in prior years.  

Geoff reported that this year we are at $350,000 in pledges as compared with last year’s amount of 
$535,000. He stated that a list of names for those who have not sent in their pledges will be generated. 
A personal letter will be sent with a follow-up phone call within a few days. GC will make the calls.  



Other stewardship’s issues discussed were: How strongly should giving money be discussed with the 
congregation, concerns that members need education about what it takes to maintain a church, what 
does it mean to be a church?, focusing on the number of contributions less than the amount of each 
one, personalized, flexible giving schedules and stewardship is a year round issue.  

Trey developed an action item list:  

Letter and phone call to pledges on list 

Mission moments during church services on a regular basis 

At the installation of officers meeting on January 21st, 2018,  in addition to the focus on time and talent 
contributions, there could be a talk about the financial needs of the church. Tom will place that in the 
program tentatively and GC will confirm.  

Trey will also work on other “Stewardship Year Round” ideas for our next GC meeting.  

 

January 28th, 2018 Congregational Meeting 

This meeting will follow the same format as the January 29th, 2017 meeting with the two deletions: no 
board leader’s reports since they are written (additions could be added at the meeting) and no staff 
reports which are also written.  

Mary Hallward-Driemeier brought up BLM as a discussion point for the meeting. It was decided that the 
GC liaisons will ask their board what they did in the past year for BLM. Additionally, liaisons will ask 
them to raise BLM 2018 plans in their first meeting. The 2018 BLM board plans will be discussed at the 
congregational meeting on January 28th, 2018. 

 

Tom Lenhart’s compensation  

Motion 18 GC-02 Designate Tom Lenhart’s compensation as one half housing and one half salary.  

Motion: Mary Grossnick            Second: Lori Mosher          Vote: All in favor 

 

Construction Update  

Trey reports after talking with David Bennett, construction had a couple of setbacks, water main break 
and hitting bedrock. Insurance covered the expenses. In general, construction is moving forward.  

 

New Personnel Committee Members, 2018  

Motion 18 GC-03 Approve Elizabeth Fox, Pete Davis and Jan Stohlman to Personnel Committee 

Motion: Mary Grossnick               Second:Lori Mosher             All in favor: Trey 

 



Board/Committee Liaisons Assignments for 2018  

Capital Campaign Committee —Mary Grossnick 

Personnel Committee—Marc Teerlink 

Middle East Committee—Lee Alekel 

Nomination —Mary Grossnick 

Stewardship—Trey Holloway 

Board of Membership and Fellowship—Lisa Choate 

Spiritual Formation—Mary Hallward-Driemeier 

Social Justice and Action—Lee Alekel 

Finance—Casey Fannon 

Deacons—Lori Mosher 

Property—Marc Teerlink 

Volunteer Corps Board—Lori Mosher 

 

Next Meeting Date (February) 

Since the next meeting would be February 14th, Valentines Day, Lisa will send out doodle poll. She will 
inform GC members of the new date. 

 

Must Hear Board/Committee reports 

Mary Grossnick reported that there are many new deacons that need to be informed about updated 
usher rule (ushers are the backward movers for communion Sunday) and instruction for serving 
communion, including young children can receive a blessing in lieu of communion.  

Trey Holloway closed our meeting in prayer at 9:40 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


