
MINUTES 
Board of Social Justice & Action (SJA) 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 

Attendees:  Gloria Betts, Sarah Engle, Melissa Herman, Paul Leistra, Nancy Lohman, Cindy Saunders, 
Rebecca Unruh.  Dick Staufenberger participated by phone. Jerry Hartman was absent. 
 
1. Opening Prayer: Rebecca gave an opening prayer.  
2. Approval of the January Minutes: The January minutes were previously approved by email. 
3. Treasurer’s update: Dick reported that we collected $27,131 during the Christmas offering and have 

already collected $1000 towards the Easter offering.  We have $33,631 in the SJA account to date.  If 
we collect approximately $15,000 at Easter, we will have a comparable amount to distribute in 
grants as we had last year.   

4. Palm Sunday: Nancy reported that the SJA Board has signed up to host coffee hour on Palm Sunday, 
and asked Board members to contact their assigned grantees to obtain promotional materials to 
display.  Melissa reported that someone from Jubilee Jobs is willing to speak; she will confirm her 
availability for Palm Sunday. Gloria noted that Samaritan Ministry is also willing to come. Sarah will 
ask Samantha about inserting the updated summary of 2018 grantees in the Palm Sunday bulletin.  

5. Communications: Sarah met with Samantha and reported that Samantha needs announcements for 
the Sunday bulletin before noon the preceding Wednesday; items for the weekly email newsletter 
are due Sunday evening.  The Board discussed promoting a different grantee each month and 
possibly inviting them to speak to the congregation or set up a booth at coffee hour.  

6. Website: Sarah and Rebecca are working on edits to the SJA information on the Westmoreland 
website and will circulate proposed changes for discussion at the March meeting. 

7. Site Visits: The Board agreed to each visit their assigned grantees by May 1.  Nancy and Dick will 
circulate a form that can be used to summarize and report back on site visits.  The objectives of the 
visits are to learn about the grantee’s mission, how their SJA-funded program is progressing, their 
clientele, and opportunities for increased Westmoreland participation (volunteer opportunities, 
special events, in-kind donations).  Members agreed to obtain brochures and other promotional 
materials during the visits for the SJA bulletin board. 

8. Project Transformation: Cindy and Nancy described their meeting with leaders of Project 
Transformation, a non-profit that matches college interns with low-income DC youth for summer 
camps held at churches in Anacostia.  SJA members discussed opportunities for partnership, and 
decided Rebecca would send information about the group to Amy Tutt, Pat Nelson, and Adam Barth, 
suggesting it as a possible beneficiary of a Children’s Collection or youth fundraiser.  

9. Calvary Women’s Report: In advance of the meeting, Nancy had circulated a recent report 
describing domestic violence in DC and the resources available. Dick will contact Calvary for copies. 

10. Other Issues: Paul will ask Governance for an update on other Westmoreland groups’ participation 
in Black Lives Matter projects. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Sunday, March 11 at 8:30am – Spring Forward! (Library). 
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