
Westmoreland Congregational United Church of Christ  

Governance Council Meeting December 12th, 2018 

 

Present: Trey Holloway (Moderator), Lisa Choate (Moderator-Elect), Mary Hallward-Driemeier, Jeanine 
Derr, Casey Fannon, Lee Alekel, John Timmer (Moderator-Elect, 2019) 

Ex-Officio: Tim Tutt (Senior Minister), Jan Stohlman (Clerk) 

Absent: Mary Grossnick 

 

Trey Holloway called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. 

 

Spiritual Reflection 

The group shared individual memories of Christmas within their families of origin. 

 

Motion 18 GC-18 Approve November minutes 

Motion: Jeanine Derr   Second: Trey Holloway   Vote: All in Favor 

 

Motion 18 GC-19 Sanctuary Support Church 

Motion: Jeanine Derr      Second: Lee Alekel    Vote: All in favor 

 

“The  concept of sanctuary (sometimes also called asylum) has ancient roots in human history and in the 
Christian tradition; 

the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, and Hebrews recognized a religious “right of asylum” protecting, to 
various extents, criminals (or those accused of crimes) from certain legal actions; 

the scriptural books of Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, I Chronicles, and I Samuel all describe 
the creation of sanctuary spaces for criminals (or alleged or “accidental” criminals.) 

the Council of Orleans (a gathering of French church leaders) decided in 511 that asylum could be 
granted to anyone who took refuge in a church, on church property, or at the home of a bishop (a 
protection that covered murderers, thieves, and adulterers); 

by 1066, English common law allowed for churches to provide sanctuary to certain persons who had 
committed, or were accused of committing, certain crimes; 

the Underground Railroad in the United States in the 1800s is cited as an example of sanctuary; 

 

  



 

the harboring of Jews by Protestant church members in France during the 1930s and 1940s is also cited 
as an example of providing sanctuary; 

in the 1980s, over 500 congregations in the United States—as a response to federal immigration policies 
that made obtaining political asylum difficult for Central Americans—declared themselves to be 
sanctuary congregations and committed to providing shelter, material goods, and often legal advice in 
order to provide safe-haven for Central American refugees fleeing civil conflict; 

as 2019 unfolds, we find ourselves living in times of tremendous uncertainty for immigrants, refugees, 
and sojourners; 

the United Church of Christ Justice and Witness office is calling on congregations to provide sanctuary 
and support to people in need; 

Westmoreland unanimously passed a resolution on January 29, 2017, affirming our church’s faith-based 
support for immigrants and refugees and calling on the church provide sanctuary to people in need; 

 

Therefore, be it resolved that, 

Westmoreland Church engage as a “sanctuary support congregation;” 

that a Sanctuary Task Force (to be appointed by the Governance Council) identify another congregation 
or congregations in the DC area that is acting as a physical sanctuary congregation and that we as a 
church, and as individual church members, support and assist that congregation or congregations; 

Westmorelanders, collectively and communally, are encouraged to offer support to persons in sanctuary 
in other congregations; that such support may include prayers, financial support, meals, medical 
assistance, legal assistance, childcare, or other needs to persons finding refuge and to congregations 
providing refuge: 

the Sanctuary Task Force work with the Social Justice and Action Board, the Governance Council, the 
church staff, and others within the church to flesh out this commitment; 

the church annually reevaluate this commitment as a sanctuary support congregation; 

the church notify the UCC Justice & Witness office and other concerned parties of our commitments as a 
sanctuary support congregation.” 

 

Notes on this Motion 

The language of this motion was developed by a Sanctuary Task Force in 2014. Because of changing 
political events, this motion was not formally made in 2014. 

 

The Governance Council unanimously affirmed this motion on Wednesday, December 12, 2018, and is 
asking the congregation to vote on this at the congregational meeting on Sunday, January 27, 2019. 



Why are we suggesting “sanctuary support” language rather than “sanctuary” language? Westmoreland 
houses the Washington Conservatory of Music, the Westmoreland Children’s Center, the Briggs ESL 
classes, and six recovery support groups each week. We want to be sensitive to the needs of our various 
building-users. Providing physical sanctuary could be disruptive to building-users. Also, our church 
building does not have the shower facilities that seem necessary to house sanctuary-seekers. Given 
these logistical realities, it seems suitable, at this time, for Westmoreland to be a “sanctuary support 
congregation” rather than to provide housing as a “sanctuary” church. 

It should be noted that “sanctuary” is a tradition, not a legal right. Law enforcement personnel may (but 
usually do not) enter religions property to remove people from sanctuary.” 

 

  

The rest of the meeting was devoted to discussion of the 2019 budget. 

Leon Goodson presented a report by Pete Davis and himself, regarding the Annual Fund Contributions. 

 

The results of this report are: 

1) “Giving is predictable, but pledging is much less so. People may forget to pledge but they don’t 
forget to give. 

2) Pledging dropped sharply at the start of the Capital Campaign, by $68,442 in 2017 but giving 
increased by $30,189 that year.  

3) Giving by non-members consistently totals $10,000 per year. 
4) Every year, close to 30% of giving occurs after November 15th. 
5) 2018 giving by those who died or moved away was $7,072. 
6) Best estimates for CY2018 contributions to the Annual Fund are $652,650, equal to ($499,323-

$35,391-$7,072)/0.7. This is $22,930 greater than the $629,720 in the proposed 2019 budget.” 

As an addendum to the report, GC asked for information on departing households. This subject is 
addressed in the following table. “Taking the start of 2014 as a baseline, there were 22 households that 
would eventually depart Westmoreland from 2015-2018 through death, moving away, etc. From that 
ensemble, there were 13 remaining at the start of 2015, so 9 left in 2014, and the associated loss in 
giving was $45,220. Carrying that through to the end, in 2017 we lost 1 of the 3 that were remaining at 



 the start of 2017, leaving 2 at the start of 2018, and we have now lost both of those. The associated loss 
in giving for each year is shown in the last two lines of the table.“ 

 

Other points of interest: 

Pledge units are decreasing but giving is remaining the same. 

The Capital Campaign changed giving and pledging. WUCC is still on track for total $2,000,000 
renovation.  

The October Gala made $50,000.  

The Church had a $80,000 deficit in 2017. The deficit in 2019 is approximately $120,000. 

Action items to reduce the deficit: 

1) Line item 10501 in WUCC Budget Proposal for 2019,  Chancel Choir.  Trey will discuss with Alec 
(Director of Music.) 

2) Trey will write a narrative regarding the trend of the deficit to present at January 27th, 2019 
Congregational meeting. 

3) Line item 30007, Youth Mission Trips, Mary Hallward-Driemeier will address with Kaeley 
McEvoy.  

4) Congregation will receive a revised budget in the January meeting. 
5) Trey will talk with Volunteer Corps Board chairs,  Nancy Batson and Beth Ferris about having a 

meeting discussing the program and vision of the future, including all those who have served on 
that board. Invite chairs to March, 2019 GC meeting.  

6) Line item 70007, Sr. Minister Books and Training, reduce amount from allowed $4000 to $2000, 
Line item 70008, Associate Minister Books and training, reduce amount from allowed $2500 to 
$2000, Line item 70013, Temporary Office Assistance, reduce amount from $500 to $0. 

7) Line item 65001, Utilities. Lee will discuss regulation of heat and AC with Roy Grossnick to 
decrease bill amount.  
 
Trey estimated a $20,000 savings with implementation of the above. 



 

Trey closed the meeting at 10:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Jan Stohlman (Clerk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


