
Deacons meeting of September 10, 2014 

 

Present: Tim Tutt, Brad Case, Bebe Mutz, Diane Kupelian, Richard Bertaut, Ann Morales, Jerry 

Smith  (space needs task force), CJ Abramovitz-Rodriguez (Candidate for member in 

discernment) 

 

Meeting started at 7:00 pm 

(1)  Tim opened with a lovely prayer 

(2)  Jerry Smith took a survey of Deacon's space needs in the church.   

 

A) Mabry Rm kitchen for communion dishes, bread and juice.  

B) Mabry Rm closet for paraments 

C) Acolyte robes hanging in Alexis office 

We decided the deacons do not have any other space needs.  However, space needs for t he 

church as a whole include a kitchen update to support our social events, and handicap access 

needs. 

After this discussion, Jerry left the meeting. 

(3)  Member in discernment for ordination:  CJ Abramovitz-Rodriguez -- CJ started his Member 

and discernment process at the Community Church of Washington, DC.  He wishes to transfer 

that process to Westmoreland.  He has discussed this with his advisor at Wesley Seminary, Julia 

Jarvis, and Tim.  CJ submitted his statement of faith to the deacons, and after discussion, CJ 

explained the process and what we were being asked to support.   

Bebe moved that we accept and approve the paper and recommend that Westmoreland take CJ 

In-Care.  Brad seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously. 

(4)  Review of Deacon responsibilities: 

Brad - lay scripture readers, and scripture notes 

Bebe - communion scheduling, and set -up 

Richard - ushers 

Robbie - treasurer 

Janet - acolytes 

Sally Smith (member emeritus) with Janet - Paraments 

Ann & Diane - co-chairs 

(5)  general discussion of other activities that relate to deacon responsibilities 

 

A) discussion of the new acolyte robes, and cinctures (belts) that are color coded to change with 

the liturgical year 



B) discussion of distribution of altar flowers -- should this be under community care? flower 

committee?  deacons?  Several people enjoy "freelance" delivery, notably John Moore and 

Patricia Frye.  We have a list of people who need flowers, and we discussed ways we could be 

certain there are no weeks skipped in this informal distribution system.  Ann will check with Pat 

Nelson 

 

C) Special events, like weddings and funerals -- deacons usher?  

(6) Janet read a wonderful letter from Margo Squire concerning the role and spirituality of the 

deacons in the life of the church.  She felt we need to be more involved with the In-Care 

students. 

A question was raised if our role included considering how the service is constructed -- eg, the 

summer service. 

It was generally agreed the mission moment is often too long. 

The children's music -- are 4 stanzas needed?  They disappear pretty fast - maybe one stanza 

after the children's sermon would be enough?  Consultation with Tim was suggested. 

Robbie sent in the treasurer's report.  Janaet, Robbie and Mimi need to find the bill for the robes, 

and write a voucher. 

Brad is doing a service for the retreat.  Some deacons funds may be used for that service. 

The meeting ended at 9:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 


