
Minutes of Deacons meeting, April 1,2014 

Taken by Margo Squire and Diane Kupelian  

 

1.  Opening Prayer - Bebe shared personal memories and some beautiful words about forgiveness and 

the importance of bearing malice towards none. 

 

2.  Funeral Music - Tim asked deacons to name their favorite funeral music.Selections included old 

favorites:  Abide with Me.  Amazing Grace, Brahms Requiem, Precious Lord take my Hand; Let me be 

your Servant, and more contemporary:  What a Wonderful World (Louis Armstrong)and Linger (the 

Cranberries). 

 

3.  Music Director's Report -  Alejandro commented on the March 15th Memorial for Roland Ninomiya.  

He reported the Peter Seeger singalong on the 16th was successful with funds raised for Action in 

Montgomery.  The Men's Group had a program about the Church's organ that included hearing about its 

history and a demonstration.  He has planned the music for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter.  

Easter will involve two trumpets.  He has been experimenting with the music for the prelude, offering 

and postlude.  Sometimes he will post the names of the pieces, other times he will play improvisations 

of a hymn for the prelude or postlude to fit the service.  He said that serving him first for communion 

seems to work well. 

4. Senior Minister's Report. - Tim discussed with us the serving and preparation of Communion.  The 

participation of youth in the most recent Communion was agreed to be a success, and something we will 

continue and perhaps enlarge upon.  We agreed that next year we would go back to using the clay 

Communion set for Lent.  We agreed we were all very happy with some small adjustments in the 

choreography of the service. 

The planning for the Maundy Thursday service that is being organized by the German Pastor is coming 

along well. 

We have an excellent number of volunteers to be lay readers. 

 

The Easter Sunrise service is organized, and the breakfast following that service will be organized by 

Brad and Diane. 

5. Treasurer's Report-- Robbie reported that $80 had been spent so far this year.  Richard Bertaut will 

order the palms for Palm Sunday but we don't know how much that will cost.  Note: We plan to have 

enough palm fronds for 250 people to have one each. 

6. Approval of March Minutes-- Bebe moved that the minutes be accepted, and Diane seconded.  The 

March minutes were accepted. 



7. Communions through Lent and Easter-- Bebe reported that they were all scheduled with enough 

people.  We began to schedule for May communions. 

8.  New Business--Update of Deacons Handbook -- Diane will check with John to see if there are any 

parts not yet updated. 

9. Next meetings: Tuesday May 6, and Tues June 3.  We agreed that 7:00 pm works well for everyone. 

We all sadly took note that April 27, 2014, will be the last Sunday that Margo will be at Westmoreland 

with us, before she and her family move to Minnesota.  We all appreciate the wonderful job she has 

done as Chair, and as a fellow Westmorelander!  We will miss her. 

A closing prayer was offered by Tim. 


