
Westmoreland Congregational UCC 
Board of Deacons’ Minutes 

February 6, 2014 
 

Present:  Bebe Mutz, Richard Bertaut, Margo Squire, Music Director Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez  

Not a quorum. 

1. Opening Prayer: Bebe offered some well wishes to Margo, who had announced that she would 

be moving to Minneapolis in May.   

  

2.  Music Director Report:  The Chancel Choir is preparing for the second concern of Handel’s 

Messiah to be performed March 8.  Donations will go to the Marie Reed School.  The first part 

of the Messiah was performed on Dec 14 and donations for that went to Shaw Community 

Ministries.  The third and final concern will be June 7
th

 for the benefit of Bethesda Cares.  

Alejandro asked that we help to publicize these dates.  He reported that the December concert 

was the most successful to date in terms of attendance and money collected.  Alejandro had just 

returned from two weeks in Mexico.  While he was away David Batson and Robert Benson had 

arranged music for one service and Grace Cho for the second. 

 

Alejandro continues to work on the Mass for Ramsey; he is writing the music and Tim Tutt the 

text.  They are looking into the possibility of bringing Ramsey from Gaza in December to play 

his viola in the concert.  Lena, our soloist will sing.  He also reported that our Ash Wednesday 

and Maundy Thursday services will be a collaboration with choirs from a French church and a 

German church singing with our choir.  (More below) 

 

3.  Senior Minister Report:  Reverend Tutt had another meeting, so sent his notes in an email: 

 

February Worship Plans 
Each Sunday in February (and the first Sunday in March) our choir and other musicians will present 

musical versions of Psalm 23. This ancient psalm is consistently a “favorite” scripture for many 

people.  The poetry speaks with a power that transcends time and place, offering a stillness for 

which our harried lives yearn.  The sermons will connect this psalm and other scriptures to the 

world around us.  

February 9 

“God leads me beside the still waters...God leads me in paths of righteousness...”  Psalm 23:2-3 

Sermon:  “Where is the Kindest ZIP Code in the Country?” 

February 16 

“Even though I walk though the darkest, I fear no evil; for you are with me…”  Psalm 23:4 

Sermon:  “What Do You Do When Someone Shoots Your Church Building?” 

February 23  



“… You anoint me head with oil…”  Psalm 23:5  

Sermon:  “What Should You Wear to Church?” 

March 2  

Celebration of Lincoln-Westmoreland Housing 
“…I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever…” Psalm 23: 6 
Sermon:  “Where does God live?” 

 
Lenten Worship Plans 
Theme:  Meeting Jesus on the Metro (which is a knock off of a book called “Finding Jesus on the 

Metro” by Paul Nixon.)  

Idea:   

The Lectionary Gospel passages during Lent (for Lectionary Year A) introduce us to a  

number of characters — Satan, Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman at the well, a blind  

person, the donkey of Palm Sunday, and others.  

I ran across  a series of  photographs of people on the Metro, and I thought:  “What if we met Satan, 

the Samaritan woman, Lazarus and these others on the Metro?” 

 What if we met them, and they are us? What if their fears and courage and faults and faith are the 

same as ours? 

So, for Lent 2014, I would like to use photos of every day people and events in DC and compare 

them to the people in the Jesus story. 

The hope is to see that the Bible is not “foreign.”  It is full of people like us.  We gather with our own 

struggles and power (as the song says) as we follow in the Jesus way.  Faith is not “foreign.”  Faith is 

the way we travel through life. 

 
Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday Services 
For Ash Wednesday, March 5, and for Maundy Thursday, April 17, the congregations of the 
French Protestant Church and the German Lutheran Church will join us for worship.  The 
pastors of those churches and I, along with Alejandro, are planning hose services. 
 
Question about Easter 
Last year’s schedule was 7:30 sunrise service on steps, 8:00 breakfast (prepared by youth), 
9:00 groups, 10:00 am worship.  Same schedule for this year? 
 
Intern 
Jill Johnson is continuing her work as our pastoral-intern, leading in worship occasionally, 
leading adult studies, doing pastoral care. 



 
Christmas Eve 
Regarding the suggestion to change the start time of the 11 pm Christmas Eve, I like the 
idea of staying up late to begin at 11 and ending the service at midnight.  But, left to my 
own devices, I would be a night owl.  So I look forward to your thoughts. 
Leadership Retreat 

All board and committee members are invited to the Leadership Retreat this Sunday February 9. 

 4.  Treasurer Report:  Treasurer was not present. 

 

5. There were no objections to the minutes from the January meeting. 

 

6. Communions through Lent:  Bebe volunteered to organize communions.  She will send a 

request to all deacons for help and make up a roster showing who will do what for each week.  

She noted that she will be having surgery just before the March 2 communion and needs 

someone to volunteer to set that up.  Margo and Richard also will be away.  

 

7.  Open Deacon positions: 

 

Communion coordinator   Bebe 

Usher coordinator – Richard 

Flower, alter, candles, paraments – Janet volunteered but would like help 

 

Still open (but Margo will keep handling until May):: 

Secretary 

Lay reader coordinator 

 

8.  Christmas Eve service time:  The three of us agreed that we need to ask this question of the 

congregation more broadly.  According to church records, there were 76 people at the 11:00 pm 

service this year, including the choir.  406 attended the 5:00 pm. 

 

9.  Usher suggestion:  John Hatch recommended that when ushering communion, rather than 

sticking strictly side by side to invite people to leave their pews, the communion ushers try to 

keep the flow moving evenly from both sides of the aisle.  This may mean that one or the other is 

ahead or behind, but it keeps the communion flowing. 

 

10.  Next Meeting:  We agreed on /Thursday, March 6, but we should check closer to the date to 

see if that will work for a majority of us. 

 

11.  Closing prayer.  We prayed our thanks to John Moore for leading the deacons for the past 

years and prayed that the transition to a new board would be smooth. 

Minutes compiled by Margo Squire 


