
Westmoreland Congregational United Church of Christ  
Board of Spiritual Formation 

Minutes of Meeting June 5, 2017 
 
Present:  Rev. Alexis Kassim, Pat Nelson, Abby Bronson, Maryanne Courtney, Yonce Shelton, 
Jane Williams 
 
Jane opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. with an observation of her appreciation and admiration 
of Alexis.  All present agreed. 
 
Alternative worship experience (AWE), beginning June 10:  Yonce said that Tucker is doing the 
marketing this week for the first of the services.   
 
Appreciation of 2016-17 church school teachers, June 11:  Maryanne will pick up breakfast 
food for the teachers so that it is available before 9:00 a.m.  Jane will pick up flowers for the 
teachers.  Alexis and Pat will jointly do the teacher appreciation segment in the worship service. 
 
Welcome Summer church-wide picnic, June 18:  Jane will get balloons.  She, Beth Ferris and 
others on the BSF will help with getting food set-up for the picnic. 
 
Peace camp, beginning June 19:  Pat has activities for participants planned.  She will need help 
with games.  Members of the Volunteer Corps might help, as well as an intern staying with the 
Shelton family, or youth in the church.  Jane and Yonce will be in reserve status for meals. 
 
“Take a Book” Sunday, June 25:  Jane said there will be tables in the library to display material 
that will not be kept in a core collection, for Westmorelanders to take home with them.  Alexis 
said some of the youth might help box books to be kept.   
 
Summer class for children through July:  Pat said she needs one other adult present each of the 
six Sundays.  She will e-mail parents. 
 
Recruitment of church school teachers for 2017-18:  Yonce and Abby have three responses 
each.  Alexis and/or Pat will reach out to Betsy Doyle to see where she stands with recruiting.  
Abby and Yonce said they could teach as well, and Pat said she can be the first substitute.  The 
recruiters will send another round of e-mails before the end of June and will make phone calls 
in August to elicit more teachers.   
 
Youth programs for the summer:  Alexis reported on the summer mission trip for youth, with 
Adam Barth.  They will go with a group from First Congregational UCC to Hazard, KY, August 6-
11, to work with the Housing Development Alliance there.  Adam will touch bases with Rick 
Alfonso and Elizabeth Benton to discuss potential Summer on the Circle activities for youth.  
They may decide one Sunday not to come to Westmoreland, in favor of doing service – like 
serving breakfast -- for an organization and its clients. Adam is considering an Our Whole Lives 
program for the fall.  Jane will advise him to be in touch with Board of Membership and 



Fellowship regarding ideas for the Welcome Back Picnic in September.  Adam’s official start 
date is June 19.   
 
BSF calendar for summer:  The board will not meet in person in July or August, but will 
communicate by e-mail as needed and perhaps have a conference call in late summer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 


