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“The End is the Beginning” 
 

Luke 2: 21-38 

  

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 

 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male 

shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 

the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 

 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 

looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 

child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying,  

 

 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

   according to your word;  

for my eyes have seen your salvation,  

    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 

age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age 

of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and 

day.  At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 

were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  

 
 



 

2 
 

Happy New Year. And thank you for being here today. Maybe you went to a party 

last night and got up anyway to come to church. Or maybe you’re skipping a New Year’s 

Day brunch to be here. Or maybe church is your idea of a New Year’s party. Anyway, 

thank you for being here. 

Let’s talk about another kind of party for a minute… How many of you have been 

to a briss? A briss is the traditional ritual for Jewish baby boys. When a baby boy is eight 

days old, his family has party. The baby is circumcised and is given a name. I’ve only 

been to one briss. It’s an odd ceremony—to gather around to celebrate the cutting of a 

little boy’s foreskin. But a briss is remarkably powerful at the same time. A reminder 

that life goes on. A reminder of the ancient Jewish covenant, very tangibly lived out in 

the flesh of a new life. 

I think some Jewish families and congregations have developed naming 

ceremonies for baby girls on the 8th day as a way to make sure that females are part of 

the tradition also. 

 The closest thing we have is baptism for a child, which is always touching. But a 

briss is fascinating. 

And that’s what we are reading about in the Gospel of Luke. This is a part of the 

Christmas story we often overlook, but Luke says that when Jesus was eight days old, his 

parents took him to Temple for his circumcision ceremony. 

They encountered two people there. 

Anna, a prophetess who was a widow who lived in the Temple.  When she saw 

Jesus, she sang praise to God, the writer says. 

 And Simeon, this “righteous and devout” man who was also in the Temple. 

Somehow Simeon had had a vision that he would not die until he had seen the 
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messiah. And when Mary and Joseph brought in eight day-old Jesus, Simeon took 

the baby in his arms and prayed that beautiful prayer—the “Nunc Dimittis,” we call 

it in Latin: Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine, secundum verbum tuum in pace… 

 

Or in the traditional English version, “Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart in peace 

according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast 

prepared before the face of all people… 

 Simeon’s life is complete. As young Jesus begins his life, old Simeon is 

content his life may end. 

 

 I’ve entitled this reflection, “The end is the beginning…” Jesus’ beginning was 

Simeon’s end and vice versa. 

 But what I really want you to think about is this new year. Today is January 1. 

But, look ahead to the end of the year. Imagine that it is December 31, 2017.  365 

days from now. 

 What will make this year a success for you? What do you hope to accomplish 

this year? On December 31, what will cause you to look back on this year and be 

content? This is not exactly a new year’s resolution, but what are your hopes and 

dreams for this year?  

… Ask people to share their hopes and dreams for 2017… 
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Prayer for the New Year 

A new year is unfolding God. 

Even in the middle of winter, we remember that the days are growing longer. 

New life is stirring in the richness of the soil, in the depths of our souls. 

Spring and Hope are growing within us. 

 

Each moment is pregnant with possibility. 

The miracle of each day awaits our wonder. 

Holy life, so tender, so wild and free, beckons us forward. 

Creation is alive with energy. This community is alive with possibilites. 

Our celebrations of a new year and of worship remind us to cherish life. 

And so we pray, O God. 

We pray to discern the gifts that we bring into this new year. 

We pray that we would live with compassion and mercy and courage and justice. 

We pray for the hopes and dreams and ideas expressed on this day… 

 

…Name some of the things mentioned by the congregation… 

 

And we pray, God, too, for surprises. 

We have named and identified some hopes and dreams and goals. 

And they are good. 

But we pray for even more. 

Startle us with truth we do not see. 

Amaze us with power and grace that transcend our being. 

Beckon us, and lead us far above and beyond our imagining. 

All of this we pray in the name of our Still-Speaking, Ever-New God. 

Amen. 


