
THOUGHTS FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER: WORDS MATTER 

Rev. Timothy Tutt 

 
“Words matter.”  That was one of the answers to the question. The question was, “So 

what do you see here.” 

During the spring and early summer of 2014 we had a series of small group 

conversations where we talked about the life of our church. We talked about why we 

take part at Westmoreland. We talked about mission and ministry ideas. We talked 

about what is important to us as a group. We did that by writing down our ideas and taping dozens of 

tiny pieces of paper to the walls so we could all see and discuss our ideas.  With the ideas taped in front 

of us, I asked each group, “So what do you see here?” 

At one of those gatherings, a participant 

said, “Words matter.” That insightful 

person recognized that Westmorelanders 

take words seriously. We like to talk. We 

like to share our ideas. We like thoughtful 

services that speak to our brains. We like 

music with meaningful words. 

“Words matter.” 

That answer has been rolling around in my head for months. 

 

We live in a world of change and newness, a world of vibrancy and potency. 

Change and newness can be difficult. Some people respond to change with words that attack and harm. 

(Certain political-speak comes to mind.) 

Change and newness also require different vocabulary and different ways of communicating.  With the 

invention and proliferation of computers in the past few decades, old words have taken on new 

meanings: ram, memory, mouse.  In relation to technology, those words have nothing to do with horns, 

brains or cheese.   

 

Theologically the world is new and changing as well.  How do we express ourselves? How do we use 

words that matter? 

 

(Continued on page 14) 
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September 6—Last Sunday of Summer on the Circle 
10 am Worship, followed by Fellowship Hour 

Scripture: Psalm 146 

Sermon: “God in the Kitchen” 

We will celebrate communion together.  And we will churn butter during 

the service.  Yes, you read that correctly. As we think about God’s work in 

the world and our work in the world, we will do some work together – we 

will churn butter. 
 

September 13—Welcome Back Sunday 
Poet Christian Wiman guest preacher.  Picnic following worship.  

Share food, fun, fellowship, and face paint with one another at 

our annual Welcome Back Picnic. Please email Stacey Fannon at 

csfannon@gmail.com for questions.  We will resume our fall 

worship schedule (see below.) 

 

September 20—Doug Hallward-Driemeier, Guest Preacher 
Doug Hallward-Driemeier will speak in our 

10:00am service on Sunday, September 20.  

Doug, his spouse Mary and their three sons are 

active Westmorelanders.  Doug was one of the 

oral arguers in the recent Supreme Court case, 

Obergefell v. Hodges, an historic decision 

affirming equal marriage rights for all persons.  

Doug’s work on this case is in keeping with the 

UCC and Westmoreland’s commitment to 

justice and inclusivity for LGBT persons.  Doug 

will speak about this role in this case and the 

connections of his faith and this legal work. 

Fall Schedule (Begins September 13) 
9:00am  Child Care through age 2, NurseryChancel  

  Children’s Music Age 3-Grade 5, Mabry Room 

  Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  Adult Study, Library (See page 3 for details) 

  Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

10:00AM  WORSHIP SERVICE, SANCTUARY 

  Children begin worship in the sanctuary and are invited  

  to their classrooms following the Time for Children 

  Ages 3, 4, 5, Yellow Classroom 

  Grades K through 2, Red Classroom 

  Grades 4 through 5, Blue Classroom 

11:30AM  CHURCH PICNIC 

11:30am  Fellowship of the Ringers Rehearsal, Mabry Room  

12:15pm  JuBELLation Ringers Rehearsal, Mabry Room (Begins September 20) 

Doug Hallard-Driemeier at press conference on the steps of the Supreme Court 
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                 “I  am convinced that the same God  
                          that might call me to sing of God  
                             at one  time might call me at  
                        another to sing of godlessness.  
              Sometimes when I think of all of this  
   energy that’s going on, all of these different  
  people trying to find some way of naming  
           and sharing their belief, I think it may  
            be the case that God calls some people  
  to unbelief in order that faith can take  
   new forms.” 
 
                                                       Christian Wiman  
                                                   in an On Being interview  
                                                                         with Christian Tippett Songs of God 

Songs of Godlessness 

Exploring the Language of Faith in a World of Doubt 
A Sermon and Worship Series 

Sundays 10 am · September · October · November 

Fall Sunday Adult Forum—The Widening Gap Between Rich & Poor 
9:00am, Library 

Led by Members of the Social Justice & Action Team 

 

Sept. 13 “Straw Taxes & Stone Mansions”  Tim Tutt, leader 

Sept. 20 “What Has Become of Our Opportunity Nation?”  

      Caryn McTighe Musil & Nancy Lohman, leaders 

Sept. 27 “Why Should We Care About Wealth Inequality?” 

      D. Lee Alekel & Kent Hughes, leaders 

Oct. 4 “What Interventions Matter?”   

      Dick Staufenberger & Ann Norman, leaders 
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MUSIC NOTES 

Update of Music Search Committee 
The Music Committee continues to work diligently in the 

evaluation of the candidates for Director of Music. We have 

appreciated the ability of many as we reviewed videos of 

their instrumental gifts, in directing choirs and in their 

creative vision for composing and organizing services. After 

reviewing resumes and videos of many excellent musicians 

we have narrowed the list to three. We will begin the face to 

face interview process in the weeks to come. Please 

continue to keep us in your thoughts and prayers. We take 

this opportunity very seriously to serve the larger ministry of 

the church. 
 

--Linda C. Maddox  

Music News 
Greetings!  September marks the return of the 

many wonderful ensembles that are supported 

here at Westmoreland.  Here are a few dates and 

events that you can consider as we approach 

them: 
 

 

September 10: This year we will continue to invite 

both congregants and community members to 

sing in the Festival Chorus.  This group will 

prepare larger programs for All Saints Day, as well 

as a few additional concerts throughout the year.  

This year, we will prepare an all A Capella 

program for our November 1st service, so don’t 

miss it, and feel free to invite your singer friends 

and neighbors! 
 

September 12: For those in the Chancel Choir, 

the Festival Chorus, or who may simply be 

interested in learning about the process of choir 

rehearsal, we are holding a Choir Retreat from 

10:00am to 2:00pm.  During this workshop, we 

will learn excerpts that focus on many of the 

techniques of choral singing, review some of the 

basics of breathing, posture, and note-reading 

that are needed, and learn ways to practice 

effectively at home.  We will also enjoy a 

discussion about what it means to be a choral 

singer in the context of a Church, as well as about  

adapting our voices to the historical context of the 

composers we sing. 
 

September 13: The first Sunday back after Labor 

Day will be Westmoreland’s Welcome Back 

Sunday.  We will sing some special music to 

celebrate the start of the season, including a new 

piece with text written by our guest preacher 

Christian Wiman.  In addition, this Sunday will be 

the first rehearsal date for both the Fellowship of 

the Ringers (11:30-12:05 rehearsals) and the 

Children’s Choir (9:00-9:45 rehearsals).  Amy Tutt 

would welcome your interest in either or both 

programs! 
 

September 20: The music program goes into full 

swing with the first rehearsals for the JuBELLation 

Ringers (12:15-1:00 rehearsals) and an invitation 

to those Middle and High School Youth who are 

interested in a new Youth Ensemble (5:00pm 

rehearsals).  Janet Hofmeister and Amy Tutt 

(respectively) are your go-to people for those who 

are interested in participating! 
 

Of course, for those of you who sing or play solo 

instruments who would also like to be a part of 

the music program, but may not have the time for 

regular commitment, I invite you to speak with me 

about opportunities to take part and share your 

talents with this community! 
 

Thank you, in advance, and I look forward to 

knowing more of you as time goes by. 
 

—Alec Davis 

adavis@westmorelanducc.org 

L to R:  Laura Choi Stewart, Linda Maddox, Bradford Case, 

Tim Tutt, Polly Gordon (Photo by Ken Sale) 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) for 7th-9th Graders 
Beginning October 18, 10:00-11:30am, Youth Lounge 
 

This fall Westmoreland will be offering Our Whole Lives (OWL) to the 7th through 9th 

graders.  OWL is a faith-based sexuality education program, jointly developed by the 

United Church of Christ and the Unitarian Universalist Association, and is meant for 

congregations to support the sexual health of our youth and encourage a value system 

in which faith and sexuality are not mutually exclusive.  The OWL curriculum has been widely praised 

for its strong faith values, its developmentally appropriate activities, and its accurate information.  OWL 

teaches caring, compassion, respect and justice in all relationships.   
 

OWL class begins on October 18 and will meet Sunday mornings from 10:00-11:30am in the youth 

lounge, except on the first Sunday of each month when students are invited to attend worship.  

Parental permission is required for youth to enroll in OWL, so please be on the lookout for registration 

information in your mailbox!  
 

Please feel free to contact Rev. Alexis Kassim, Associate Minister for Christian Education. 

2015-16 Church School Teacher Orientation! 
Sunday, September 6, 2015 12:00 pm, Parlor 
 

ALL church school teachers  are invited to stay after worship to get better acquainted with your fellow 

teachers, learn how to use our new online curriculum and scheduling tool, and review our Safe Church 

policy!  Bagels and coffee provided! 
 

It is crucial for all teachers to attend the orientation. If you are unable to attend, please contact Alexis 

as soon as possible. 

Stop Hunger Now! Update 
I am delighted to announce that meals from our meal-packaging event in 

April have been shipped to the Philippines! The meals will be received 

by International Care Ministries, Stop Hunger Now’s local partner across 

the Visayas and Mindanao regions of the Philippines.  
 

International Care Ministries has served the ultra-poor in the Philippines 

since 1992. In the past few years, ICM’s community-based, holistic 

solutions have reached more than 500,000 people living in poverty, building resilience and greater 

well-being in families and whole communities across the Visayas and Mindanao regions. This wide 

impact is possible through partnerships with local churches in low-income Philippine communities, 

inspiring hope and providing help.  
 

Through ICM’s four-month transform program, which the meals are a part of, participants experience:  
 

 95% increase in household income 

 31% decrease in serious illnesses  

 7% decrease in those going hungry at least once a week 
 

—Alexis 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Children’s Collection 
In September the children will be collecting items for So Others Might Eat (SOME).  In addition to the 

Dining Room where SOME serves hot meals daily, SOME operates a food pantry.  From that pantry SOME 

distributes non-perishable food items to their many programs and houses year round.  SOME welcomes 

donations of non-perishable food of all kinds to keep their pantry stocked.  SOME cannot accept opened 

food products or products with expired dates.  At the top of SOME’s  wish list:   
 

 Ground Coffee 

 Non-refrigerated creamer 

 Peanut Butter 

 Jelly 

 Boxes of Cereal 

MARK CALENDAR

Labor Day Weekend Picnic and Swim Party 
Sunday, September 6, 5:00 pm 

Mary and Keller Staley invite Westmoreland members and friends for a picnic supper and swim at their 

home. The Staleys will provide fajitas and the fixings. Participants are invited to bring beverages (soft 

drinks and adult drinks) or dessert and a lawn chair/blanket. Bring or wear your swimsuit and towel if 

you plan to swim.  RSVP to Janet Moyer at 301-229-7766 or jmoyer@westmorelanducc.org by noon on 

Thursday, September 4 with the number of adults and children in your group and what you would like 

to bring to the picnic.  
 

Men’s Group 
Tuesday, September 8, 7:00pm 

The Westmoreland Men’s Group will meet at the church on September 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

for a pot luck dinner and will hear from Dr. Tom Jones, NASA astronaut and author.  Tom 

will speak about NASA and his experiences on four space shuttle missions.  Spouses 

and all others are invited.  Please rsvp to John Timmer at J.timmer1@verizon.net.                 

 

Christian Wiman Lecture and Sermon 
September 12 and 13 

Poet Christian Wiman will present a lecture and sermon at Westmoreland.  The lecture will be at 7 pm, 

Saturday, September 12. The sermon will be part of the church’s weekly service at 10 am, Sunday, 

September 13. Both events are free and open to the public. 
 

Christian Wiman is the author, editor, or translator of eight books.  His most recent book 

is My Bright Abyss:of a Modern Believer (FSG, 2013), which the New Republic”an 

apologia and a prayer, an invitation and a fellow traveler for any who suffer and all who 

believe.”  His most recent book of poems, Every Riven Thing (FSG, 2010), won the 

Ambassador Book Award and was listed as one of the ten best books of the year by 

The New Yorker.   

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Dr. Tom Jones 
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Welcome Back Picnic 
September 13, 11:30-12:30 

Share food, fun, fellowship, and face paint with one another at our annual Welcome Back Picnic. Tables, 

chairs, picnic tables, and food will be provided. We will be serving Curley’s Q BBQ pulled chicken and 

pork, coleslaw, green beans, brown beans, potato salad, macaroni and cheese, and frozen ice. You are 

welcome to bring a salad, side, or dessert to share, as well as a picnic blanket. Donations of $5.00 per 

person are appreciated. Please email Stacey Fannon at csfannon@gmail.com for questions.  
 

StillReading Book Group 

September 13, 4:30pm, Parlor 

Westmoreland’s “StillReading” book group meets for regular discussions of great literature with 

strong religious themes.  We meet roughly every 6 or 7 weeks, on a Sunday afternoon 4:30-6:00 

in the Parlor, to discuss a novel.  Our next meeting will be on September 13 with a discussion of 

“Lion Country” by Frederick Buechner.  Please join us.  We would love to have you!   

 --Brad Case   
 

Prime Timers 
Tuesday, September 15, Noon 

Please join us September 15, when Alec Davis, our Interim Music Director, will be our special guest!  Alec 

will play some of his music for us and we’ve asked him to tell us a little about his music, about himself, 

and about his plans for our choir this fall.    
 

Come at noon for appetizers in the parlor. Continue your conversations with Alec and 

other Westmoreland friends over lunch at 12:30 in the social hall.  As we finish our 

coffee and dessert we’ll move to places near the piano to hear Alec’s music; we’re 

especially looking forward to hearing him perform at least one of his compositions! 
  

Prime Timers are hosting. The cost of lunch is $10.  Please RSVP by Sunday, 

September 13, to Betsy Bennett, betsybennett@rcn.com, or 301-657-8565 or sign up 

at coffee hour on Sunday. 
 

Fall Potlucks for Families and Kids 
Saturday, September 19, Saturday October 17, Saturday November 21, 5:00 pm 

We’ll continue to just have fun and allow families at Westmoreland UCC and other friends to get to 

know each other better. These potlucks are mainly geared toward families with babies, toddlers, or 

school age kids who are young enough to need to come with you. But, all are welcome! We’ll have 

some drinks (kid and adult), plates, utensils, cups, kitchen supplies, and an oven and stove fired up to 

reheat your dish. We hope you can save the dates above. And please invite friends and neighbors to 

join you!  Looking forward to seeing you.    

--Yonce, JoJo, and Cole      yonceshelton@gmail.com 

 

The Cross We Bear:  Racism in Our Churches & Communities 
Saturday, September 19, 2:00-4:00pm, Peoples CUCC 

Telling Our Stories, Sharing Our Suffering, Discussing Our Hopes and Fears:  Please join us on Saturday, 

September 19, from 2-4 pm at Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ (4704 Thirteenth Street, 

NW Washington, DC 20011) for an afternoon of authentic storytelling and honest discussion as we seek 

to unmask and confront the racism that mars and disfigures our churches and communities.  Sponsored 

by the Potomac Association Racial Justice Working Group.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Alec Davis 
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Get Acquainted Breakfast 
Sunday, September 20, 8:30am, Parlor 

If you are new to Westmoreland and want to know more about the life of the church, you are invited to a 

“Get Acquainted” Breakfast.  To take part, contact Janet Moyer.  
 

Congregational Conversation—Building 2020 Update 

Sunday, September 27, 11:30am, Parlor 
After church on September 27 please join the Congregational Conversation with the Building 2020 Team 

as we consider steps we might take for our building and grounds to better serve our mission and our 

members into the future. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

2015 Westmoreland Congregational 

UCC Retreat at Camp Wabanna 
Friday, October 9  - Sunday, October 11  

All Westmorelanders, newcomers and long-time 

members, are welcome to this time of renewal, 

reconnection and reflection.  Come for the whole 

weekend or Saturday only. Friday night will 

feature simple food, songs, and stories around 

the campfire. Saturday will include prayer, meals 

together, adult breakout sessions, childcare, kids 

arts and crafts, youth confidence course, the 

giant swing, kayaking, cooperative games, ice 

cream sundaes, and more. We will worship 

together on Sunday morning.  On this retreat, you 

may rest, relax, roast, run, pray, play, paddle, 

purl, dream, dance, walk, talk, listen, love, giggle, 

gather, sing, bike, build, etc.  Registration 

forms are available at the church and on 

our website.  Please contact Stacey or Casey 

Fannon at csfannon@gmail.com for questions.  
 

Details:  The 2015 Church Retreat is at Camp 

Wabanna in Edgewater, MD, near Annapolis. The 

cost is $50 per person for the weekend (Friday and 

Saturday nights), or $35 for Saturday (day only). 

Meals are included.  
 

Private family rooms are available. Limited single 

rooms are available. Most single guests will share a 

room with 

other single 

guests of the 

same gender. 

Shared 

women’s 

bathrooms and men’s bathrooms are in the hall. 

There is one private shower for family use. 
 

Guests need to bring their own linens (sheets and a 

blanket or a sleeping bag, pillow, and towels). There 

is a small beach and kayaks so guests may want to 

bring a bathing suit, water shoes, and a beach 

towel. 
 

Check-in begins Friday, October 9, around 5:00 pm. 

A light dinner will be available upon arrival, followed 

by s’mores and song around the campfire (weather 

dependent).  
 

Saturday, October 10, will start with prayer and 

breakfast in the dining hall. After breakfast, there 

will be activities for children and youth. For the 

adults, breakout sessions on current events and on 

spirituality will be offered. After lunch, sessions will 

include Science and Faith, short story discussion, 

Christian meditation, as well as “The Giant Swing”, 

kayaking, and free time for walking, jogging, 

reading, cycling, basketball, soccer, hand ball, 

playing at playground. After dinner, there will be a 

cooperative, intergenerational Game Night in the 

gym, as well as Ice Cream “Gutter Sundaes” in the 

dining room. 
 

After breakfast on Sunday, we will worship on the 

lawn, overlooking the water. Each group from 

Saturday will conduct a specific part of the service. 

Guests may bring their own lawn chair or use one 

from Camp Wabanna. After worship, guests pack 

up and depart by noon. Some families choose to 

spend the day in nearby Annapolis before returning 

home. 
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NEWS AND NOTES

Welcome Back and Say Hello 
We are embarking on the other New Year - - no, not the one involving snow, champagne and resolutions. 

It’s the new church year that begins in the fall when everyone returns for Church School, choirs, 

handbells, a full hour of worship, board meetings and lots of activities following the hiatus that often 

accompanies the summer months.   
 

On your return you will see some new faces. A few new families have made their way to Westmoreland 

over the summer and we hope you give them a warm welcome.  If you have children, ask them to say 

hello to the “new kids on the block” and include them in their circle of church friends. And on September 

13, at the Welcome Back picnic, consider sitting with someone you don’t know. Even if it turns out to be a 

Westmorelander who has been here ten years, make her acquaintance.  You are strangers only until you 

meet and say “hello.” 
 

—Janet Moyer 

Dear church family, 
 

Thank you for your support during the Ebola crisis in 

Sierra Leone.  As a result, the outbreak has left 

several children not only orphans but homeless too.  

HOME’s president, Emma Fofanah, did a good job in 

selecting a worthy recipient of the care packages. 
 

For those who donated anonymously this is the 

tax id for your deductions: 80-0145450. 
 

Once again thank you for your support. 
 

—Gloria Betts 

The HOME Initiative Donates 300 care packages 

Office Renovations and 

Rehabilitation 
Please pardon the dust and noise.  The 

church office’s and nearby hallway are 

getting a facelift — new flooring, new paint 

and new mailboxes in the office.  (If you are a 

committee or board chair, please check your 

mailbox frequently and keep it as tidy as 

possible.  Thanks!) 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

Congratulations! 
Grace Cho and Alejandro Hernandez-

Valdez welcomed Santiago Baaram 

Hernandez to the world on August 6, 

2015.  All are doing well. 

Congratulations! 
Pierre Toureille and Diane 

Kupelian celebrated their 

40th wedding anniversary on 

Sunday, August 23, 2015.  

They were married at 

Westmoreland.  This photo is 

of Pierre and Diane standing 

in the front of the fireplace in 

the church parlor after church 

on August 23, 2015, holding 

a photo of themselves on 

August 23, 1975, standing in 

the same spot in front of the 

fireplace in the church parlor.    

Meet Our New Pastoral Intern 
Adam Barth will begin serving a 

two-year internship with us the 

first week of September.   Adam 

is a first year student at Wesley 

Seminary.  He is a North 

Carolinian who went to school in 

Nebraska.  A CPA by profession, 

he is leaving a job in an 

accounting firm to begin divinity 

school.  Adam and his wife Alysia are living in 

Laurel, MD while he is in seminary.  
 

Adam is a lifelong Methodist. He was attracted to 

Wesley because of their new academic program 

studying public theology – how faith and public life 

intersect.  Because of this interest, Joe Bush, 

Westmorelander and Wesley professor, 

recommended that Adam engage at Westmoreland. 
 

Our recent previous seminary students (Jill Johnson 

and Mike Durst) were in the traditional intern 

program—a semester-long or year-long practical 

program. Adam’s internship is part of the student 

pastor track. He will be at Westmoreland for at least 

two years.  As a result, Adam’s expectations and 

relationship will be a bit different.  Our deacons 

affirmed hiring Adam, he will be compensated with 

a small stipend for his work. 

 

Adam will be at the church ten hours a week 

(initially, Sunday mornings and Tuesdays with one 

other half-day per week for visits and 

preparation).  Adam’s work will be to explore the 

idea of public theology with Westmorelanders.  A 

number of Westmorelanders are engaged in 

politics.  Adam’s role will be to learn from them how 

their faith affects their political engagement or 

public service; how their faith fails to support their 

public service; how their political life influences 

their church life; etc.  This internship will begin 

mostly with conversations – a series of interviews/

one-on-ones between Adam and church members 

to talk about public theology.  The internship will 

begin with a great deal of listening.  In the spring, 

Adam may lead a study around the issue of public 

theology. While focusing on public policy and faith, 

we will cover the others bases needed for an 

internship – preaching, pastoral care, education, 

service, administration, etc. 
 

Adam and Alysia have been married five 

years.  They have two dogs, Whiskers (Miniature 

Schnauzer) and Keela (Black Lab/Miniature 

Greyhound mix). Adam enjoys riding his motorcycle, 

spending time with Alysia and their dogs, playing 

instruments, and being a member of Rotary 

International.  
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Dear Westmorelanders, 
 

We Unitarians Universalists in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico are still reeling from Rev. Tutt’s two 

Sundays with us in early August.  His energy, wisdom, generosity, and humor has left a huge impact on 

us.  As a lay-led fellowship, we have 26 services a year presented by guest ministers, until now only 

Unitarian Universalist ministers.  I believe that left in Tim’s wake are possible converts to the UCC.  Many 

have said that if they lived in the Bethesda/Washington, DC area, they surely would belong to 

Westmoreland UCC.  For his second service here, our attendance jumped by 30%. 
 

We also enjoyed getting to know Amy, Mary Austin, and Ben.  What a lovely family! 
 

You are very fortunate to have Rev. Tutt at your church and in your lives.  We appreciate your willingness 

to share him with us.  In fact, we’d love to have him return to San Miguel as early as next year.  And if he 

is able to do so, perhaps some of you will come to San Miguel then.  I am happy to answer any questions 

about a possible visit to this lovely community in Mexico. 

 

—Ellie Goodwin, San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 

The Tutts in Mexico 

During August, Tim Tutt was 

invited to preach at the English-

speaking Unitarian Universalist in 

San Miguel de Allende, 

Mexico.   Westmorelander Melissa 

Herman happened to be 

vacationing there at the same 

time.  Here is a photo of Melissa 

with Tim, Amy, Mary-Austin and 

Benjamin Tutt at the Unitarian 

Church in San Miguel de Allende. 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

L to R:  Melissa Herman; Tim, Amy, Mary-Austin, and Benjamin Tutt.  Photo by Melissa Herman. 
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Property Committee Update 
The Property Committee would like to introduce you to the 84 new energy-efficient, easily cleaned (by 

tilting in) windows found throughout the church. These will make our rooms more comfortable throughout 

the year, help us reduce our energy bills, and require very little maintenance over time. They all have 

screens and open easily for ventilation, if needed, though we hope you will seldom need to do so. All 

windows on upper floors in rooms used by children have stops that restrict their opening more than a few 

inches. So please don’t try to force them. We will install blinds as needed. 
 

Painting contractors have been working hard the last two weeks. The result: complete repainting of the 

three children’s classrooms and also the hallway and other passageways on the sanctuary level … just in 

time for Welcome-back Sunday and our first art exhibit of the year. 
 

After church on September 27 please join the Congregational Conversation with the Building 2020 Team 

as we consider other steps we might take for our building and grounds to better serve our mission and 

our members into the future. 
 

—Thanks, David Bennett 

NEWS AND NOTES 

New window in the nursery 

Red classroom 

Yellow classroom Blue classroom 
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On-Going Events at Westmoreland 
 

English as a Second Language Classes 

Wednesdays & Thursdays, 9:30-11:30am (begins 9/10) 

Contact:  Briggs Center 301-229-7725 

 

Yoga Practice 

Saturday Mornings, 9:30-10:45am,  

Mabry Room 

Contact:  Lorrie Lynch Meier lorriemeier@gmail.com 

 

Meditation 

Thursdays, Noon-1:00pm,  

Briggs Carpenter House 

Contact:  Linda Maddox lcmaddox@comcast.net 

 

Recovery Groups 

See Church Calendar on Page 15 

 

Sandwich Making for Martha’s Table 

4th Tuesday & 5th Saturday  

Contact:  Briggs Center 301-229-7725 

Giving To Westmoreland 
 

Did you know that you can give to 

Westmoreland online?  Whether it’s a 

one-time gift or a weekly or monthly 

payment toward your 2015 

stewardship pledge, supporting your 

church’s ministries is just a click away 

at www.WestmorelandGiving.org!  If 

you need help learning how to give 

online, please contact Trey Holloway, 

Robbie Squibb or Doug Gaddis. 

Office deconstruction 

Stairway painting 



 

For our Welcome Back Weekend, we are fortunate to have Christian Wiman present a lecture on 

Saturday evening September 12 and preach in worship on Sunday morning September 13.  Words matter 

to Christian Wiman. He is a poet and the former editor of Poetry magazine.   

Raised in the Southern Baptist environment in West Texas, he inherited one language of faith. As an 

adult he abandoned that approach to faith.  Following a dramatic illness, Wiman and his wife wandered 

back toward church—this time a UCC church. In the process, Wiman began to re-think and re-speak 

about faith. 

Now teaching at Yale Divinity School, Wiman—with his poet’s sensibilities—is exploring the language 

of faith, “accidental” theology (that is, theology conducted by unexpected means), and what it means to 

be a Christian intellectual in a secular culture. 

 

You will want to be here for Christian Wiman’s lecture on September 12 and his sermon on September 

13.   

Peace and grace to you. 
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CR ~ Choir Room 
K ~ Kitchen 
L ~ Library 

MR ~ Mabry Room 
N ~ Nursery 
P ~ Parlor 

S ~ Sanctuary 
SH ~ Social Hall 
YL ~ Youth Lounge 

Red ~ Red Class 
Blue ~ Blue Class 
Yellow ~ Yellow Class 

QR ~ Quiet Room 

(This calendar does not include contracted use by the Washington Conservatory) 

This calendar includes only Westmoreland events.  Contact Mimi Miller to schedule a room. 

Recurring Events 
 

Sunday (beginning 9/13)  
9:00a Child Care through age 2 N 
 Children’s Music Age 3-Grade 5 MR 
 Youth Class-Grades 6-12 YL 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal S 
 Adult Study P 

10:00A WORSHIP SERVICE S 
 Church School 1: Ages 3, 4, 5 Yellow 
 Church School 2: Grades K through 2 Red 
 Church School 3: Grades 4 through 5 Blue 
11:30a Fellowship Hour SH 
  Fellowship of the Ringers MR 
12:15p JuBELLation Ringers (beginning 9/20) MR 
 

Monday 
12:00p ACOA Meeting MR 
 

Tuesday   
2:00p Staff Meeting L 
7:30p Women’s AA Meeting MR 
 

Wednesday   
9:30a ESL Classes (beginning 9/9)  
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
 

Thursday 
8:00p Festival Choir Rehearsal (beginning 9/10) CR 
9:00p Chancel Choir Rehearsal (begins at 8pm on 1st Thursday each month) 
 

Friday   
9:30a ESL Classes (beginning 9/10) 
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
8:30p AA Meeting 
 

Saturday   
9:30a Yoga Class MR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September Events 
 

Tuesday, September 01, 2015  
7:45p Personnel Committee Mtg L 
 

Sunday, September 06, 2015  
10:00a Worship Service S 
10:45a Church School Teacher Orientation P 
5:00p Picnic and Swim Party Off Site 
 

Monday, September 07, 2015  
Church Office Closed  
 

Tuesday, September 08, 2015  
7:00p Board of Spiritual Formation Mtg. L 
7:00p Men’s Group P 
 

Wednesday, September 09, 2015  
7:30p Governance Council Mtg. L 
 

Saturday, September 12, 2015  
10:00a Choir Retreat CR, P, SH 
7:00p Christian Wiman Guest Lecture S, SH 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2015  
Welcome Back Sunday - Christian Wiman Guest Speaker  
8:15a Social Justice & Action Board Mtg. Red 
8:30a Volunteer Corps Board Mtg. Blue 
11:30a Welcome Back Picnic SH 
4:00p WCM Concert S, SH 
4:30p StillReading Book Group P 
4:30p Middle School Ensemble MR 
 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015  
12:00p Prime Timers SH 
 

Friday, September 18, 2015  
8:00a Art Exhibit Installation  
 

Saturday, September 19, 2015  
9:30a Yoga Class MR 
2:00p Racism in Our Churches & Communities Off Site 
5:00p Fall Potlucks for Families with Young Children at the Sheltons Off Site 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2015  
Doug Hallward-Driemeier Guest Preacher  
8:30a Get Acquainted Breakfast P 
11:00a Art Exhibit Opening SH 
11:30a MidEast Committee Mtg. P 
 

Sunday, September 27, 2015  
8:30a BMF Meeting Blue 
11:30a Congregational Conversation - Building 2020 P 
 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015  
10:30a Sandwich Making for Martha’s Table K 



 

Rev. Timothy Tutt 
Senior Minister 
timtutt@westmorelanducc.org 
 
Mr. Alec Davis 
Interim Director of Music/Organist 
adavis@westmorelanducc.org 
 
Ms. Janet Moyer 
Membership Coordinator 
jmoyer@westmorelanducc.org 
 
Rev. Alexis Kassim 
Director of Christian Education 
alexis@westmorelanducc.org 
 

Ms. Amy Prichard Tutt 
Children’s Choir Director 
amyptutt@yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Mimi Miller 
Church Administrator/
Communications Manager 
mmiller@westmorelanducc.org 
 
Adam Barth 
Student Pastor 
huskers-1@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Martell Galloway 
2nd Floor Custodian 
mgalloway@westmorelanducc.org 

Mr. Farid Beltran 
Property Consultant 
fbeltran@westmorelanducc.org 
 
Yonce Shelton 
Volunteer Corps Counselor 
yonceshelton@gmail.com 
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