
THOUGHTS FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER: OPEN HOUSE 

Rev. Timothy Tutt 

Amy and I are buying a house. We want you to know the details because you are our 

partners in this process. 

Historically, many churches have owned parsonages for pastors. Since clergy salaries 

are often not in line with prevailing pay, this has been one way churches support 

ministers. Until the mid-1980s, Westmoreland provided a parsonage for ministers.   

When my predecessor arrived in 2001, the church no longer 

owned a parsonage. At that time, the church opted to loan 

my predecessor a significant sum of money to help purchase 

a house.  When my predecessor resigned in 2010, that loan 

became a point of contention between the minister and the 

congregation and between members of the congregation. 

That was a painful episode in the life of Westmoreland. In 

2012, when I was called to serve as senior pastor here, the 

Search Committee was not prepared to offer housing 

arrangements such as a parsonage or a loan that had been 

provided for my predecessors. Given the turmoil of past 

events and given the quick turn-around of our move, Amy and I opted to rent a home for our family. 

Beginning in 2013, the Governance Council and I began to talk about housing possibilities for our 

family. An appointed task force explored several options including purchasing a parsonage, offering a 

loan, doing nothing, or exploring a shared equity agreement.  The task force recommended — and in 

2014 the Governance Council approved — a shared equity approach.  That decision was explained in 

church bulletins, newsletters and emails during 2013. The shared equity idea was addressed at a church-

wide meeting and at special information session.  

The shared equity approach is fairly simple.  The church puts in a portion of the home price (in this case 

$200,000), and Amy and I assume the payments for the rest of the purchase price.  The church owns just 

under 25% of the house; Amy and I own just over 75% of the house. When we sell the house, assuming 

the traditional increase in housing process in the DC area, we share the profit proportionally.  

The shared equity approach is not new.  St. Columba’s Episcopal Church in DC, First Presbyterian 

Church in New York City, and several churches in the Bay area in San Francisco have entered into such 

agreements. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Groups for All ▪ Sundays in July ▪ 10:45-

11:30 am 
 

Nursery Care ▪ Infants, Toddlers and Twos (10:00-

11:30) 
 

Pre-School-5th Grade ▪ The Whole People of God 
 

6th-12th Grade ▪ Scary, Gross and Weird Stories 

from the Bible: Bloody Tent Pegs, Disembodied 

Fingers, Suicidal Pigs and more 
 

Adult Class 1 ▪ Loving Families, Aging Parents 
 

Adult  Class 2 ▪  Grace and the Grotesque: The 

Writings of Flannery O’Connor 

Worship for All Ages ▪ 10:00-10:40 am 
 

Summer Songs of Faith and Hope:  

Sermon Series of Favorite Hymns 

July 26  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

August 2 “Encourage Yourself” 

August 9  “Come, Sunday” 

August 16  “O Kou Aloha No” and   

   “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

August 23 “Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella”  

August 30  “All Beautiful the March of Days” 

September 6 “Be Still My Soul” 

Minister to Preach in Mexico 
 

Our senior minister Tim Tutt has been invited to 

preach on Sundays August 2 and 9 at the English-

speaking Unitarian Universalist Church in San 

Miguel de Allende, Mexico.  The Tutts will combine 

this speaking engagement with two weeks of 

vacation in what has been called the most beautiful 

city in Mexico.   
 

Tim will be away from July 29 through August 12.  

Worship Plans  
 

July 26, Psalm 14, Rev. Tutt preaching, “Tomato 

or ‘Tomahto’“  
 

August 2, 2 Timothy 1:7, Rev. Kassim preaching 
 

August 9, John 20:1, Rev. Kassim preaching 
 

August 16, Psalm 34:18-22, Rev. Tutt preaching, 

“Christmas in August, Part 1” 
 

August 23, Psalm 84:1-3, Rev. Tutt preaching, 

“Christmas in August, Part 2” 
 

August 30, Psalm 45: 1, 6, 7, 17, Rev. Tutt 

preaching, “Christmas in August, Part 3” 
 

September 6, Psalm 146, Rev. Tutt preaching, 

“Bread and Butter” 

Vacations and Pastoral Care 
 

Rev. Alexis Kassim is on vacation through  

Sunday, August 2.  Rev. Tim Tutt will be on 

vacation from Wednesday, July 29 through 

Wednesday, August 12.  If you have a pastoral 

care need during the four days that Alexis and 

Tim are both away (July 29-August 1), contact 

Mimi or Janet in the church office; they will be 

able to point you in the right direction. 
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MUSIC NOTES 

Update of Music Search 

Committee 
  

Thank you for giving us the 

privilege of serving on the Music 

Search Committee. After 

advertising in a variety of ways, we 

have received many strong 

applications for the Director of 

Music and Organist. During several 

intense meetings listing 

qualifications and the goals of the 

program, we began reading and 

discussing the applicants. The next 

task involved narrowing the list 

down to 15. Those not selected 

were sent a letter of our decision 

with appreciation for their applying. 

At this time, the top seven 

candidates were sent a request for 

a very brief video. All will continue 

to be evaluated. We strive for 

excellence and are devoted to the 

task. We will keep you informed. 

 

--Linda Maddox  

Welcome, Alec Davis! 
 

Alec will serve as our interim Music Director and Organist.   Alec is a pianist, organist, 

singer, conductor, composer, and teacher. He has contributed to the musical life of 

many churches in the Baltimore and DC areas, including the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  He has had the opportunity to perform as a 

soloist and collaborative musician throughout the country and internationally, and 

continues to compose both sacred and secular music.  Alec received a BM in Piano 

Performance from Catholic University, with a focus on piano pedagogy and music 

composition.  He operates a piano studio north of Baltimore, and is also presently the 

Accompanist for Thomas Circle Singers, here in DC.  In addition, he and his husband 

Ed founded and operate Folie à Two, a video production project dedicated to helping 

non-profits increase their visibility. 

  

So, stop by the church and say Hello to Alec. Email him at ADavis@westmorelanducc.org. 

Keeping in Touch 
 

To keep in touch with Grace and Alejandro, you may use their 

same email addresses ahernandez-valdez@gmail.com and 

eunaegracecho@gmail.com.   Their new address is:    
 

Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez  

   & Grace Cho 

4-75 48th Avenue 

Apt. 606 

Long Island City, NY 11109 
 

If you would like to be on the 

mailing list for either the New 

Orchestra of Washington or 

Musica Viva, contact 

Alejandro.   The accompanying 

photo is of Goya, Grace and 

Alejandro’s dog, enjoying the view 

from their apartment in New York. 

Choir Rehearsal Begins 
Thursday, August 20, 8:00pm 

 

Choir rehearsals resume on Thursday, 

August 20.  Rehearsals run from 8:00—

10:00pm.  Everyone is welcome.  If you 

have any questions, please feel free to 

contact Alec Davis, our Interim Director 

of Music.   
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Get Acquainted Breakfast 
Sunday, September 20, 8:30am, Parlor 
 

If you are new to the Westmoreland and want to 

know more about the life of the church, you are in-

vited to a “Get Acquainted” Breakfast.  To take part, 

contact Janet Moyer at 
 

jmoyer@westmorelanducc.org.or 301-229-7766. 

Welcome Back Sunday 
Sunday, September 13,  
 

Join us as we begin a new year of worship 

together!  Our fall schedule will begin with classes 

at 9:00am, Worship at 10:00am and coffee hour/

fellowship following worship. 
 

This Sunday we will have a special "Welcome Back" 

celebration following worship.   
 

We hope you will be there. 

August Office Hours 
 

The church office will be 

closed on Fridays in August 

 

The office will be open from  

9am-4pm 

Monday-Thursday 

Rich Smith Retirement and 

Loan Update 
 

Rich Smith, our previous senior minister, retired as 

of May 10 from the church he was serving in Reno, 

Nevada.  As Rich retired he also paid off the loan to 

Westmoreland Church that was outstanding after 

his resignation here.  Rich and his wife Pam have 

moved to Green Valley, AZ.  We wish them well in 

their new adventures. 

End-of-year picnic (Photographs by Rick Alfonso) 
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I like the shared equity agreement because it is a sign of partnership.  To me it says, We are in this 

together.   

The Governance Council – in fact, three years of Governance Councils – have given this proposal 

significant thought and attention. A number of church members and friends have given advice and help 

in big and small ways – Hanns Kuttner, Jeanine Derr, Doug Gaddis, Louise Stoner Crawford, John Edie, 

Gayle Edie, Vivian Briceland, Pamela Mertz, Doug Hallward-Driemeier, Robert Benton, Otto Hetzel, 

George Christo, Tara Gorman, John Deckenback, Will Irwin and others.  A tremendous words of thanks 

to Mary Staley who has done yeoman’s service with legal advice.  

We are purchasing the house now owned by Bob and Linda Maddox.  As we were considering various 

options, Bob mentioned that he and Linda were interested in downsizing a bit.  They offered Amy and 

me a very fair price on a lovely home. We quickly reached a very amicable agreement. 

As many of you, I served as the associate pastor at (the late) Briggs Church where Bob was the senior 

pastor.  Bob and Linda’s home was the parsonage of the Briggs Church.  It was given to the church by a 

now-deceased member named Kay Simons. Amy and I enjoyed the house when Kay lived there, and 

shared many meals at the table during our time at Briggs.  When Briggs Church merged into 

Westmoreland, the Briggs Center was created.  Bob and Linda purchased the home from the Briggs 

Center.  So we have a keen appreciation for the house.  We see in those bricks great gifts of generosity 

and many moments of hospitality.  We look forward to being the stewards of that corner of God’s good 

earth. 

If all goes as expected, we will move into the house on August 17. 

I would also lift up the help that Sandy Spring Bank has provided.  Because of this partnership between a 

family (Amy and me) and a corporation (the church), this loan doesn’t fit the parameters of what all 

banks are looking for. The staff at Sandy Spring has been engaged and supportive. 

You will see that I titled this column, “Open House.”  This is not an invitation (yet!) to an actual open 

house. (Keep your eyes open for that.)  I used that title as a word picture of the type of relationship I hope 

we have with each other.  Before I came to be the senior minister at Westmoreland I asked that my full 

contract be mailed out to every church member.  The minutes of our Governance Council meetings are 

posted on the church website.  I believe in and strive for transparency.  This column may have more 

information than you want to know.  That’s how I think a church should operate – with openness, with 

honesty, with integrity and with clarity.  And when we fall short of those goals, we admit our failings, we 

apologize, and we move forward in grace. 

So, thanks for reading this. Thanks for our mutual trust in each other. Thanks for our partnership 

together as the body of Christ.  Peace and grace to you. 
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In case you missed it, here is Goliath talking to the Peace David. A little 
known story in the Bible where David and Goliath don't fight. In this version, 
David and Goliath decide to share the land and make tie-dyed bandanas 
together. At least that's the version that our Peace Campers presented in 
worship. 

Standing ovation after last night's Brahms Requiem. Thanks, choir, orchestra and conductor. 

Rev. Tutt baptizing Noemi Rose Riker on 
July 19, 2015. 
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CR ~ Choir Room 
K ~ Kitchen 
L ~ Library 

MR ~ Mabry Room 
N ~ Nursery 
P ~ Parlor 

S ~ Sanctuary 
SH ~ Social Hall 
YL ~ Youth Lounge 

Red ~ Red Class 
Blue ~ Blue Class 
Yellow ~ Yellow Class 

QR ~ Quiet Room 

(This calendar does not include contracted use by the Washington Conservatory) 

This calendar includes only Westmoreland events.  Contact Mimi Miller to schedule a room. 

Recurring Events 
 
Sunday   

10:00A WORSHIP SERVICE S 
11:00 Fellowship Hour SH 
 
Monday 
12:00p ACOA Meeting MR 
 
Tuesday   
2:00p Staff Meeting L 
7:30p Women’s AA Meeting MR 
 
Wednesday   
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
 
Friday   
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
8:30p AA Meeting 
 
Saturday   
9:30a Yoga Class MR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Summer 
 
Friday, July 24  
7:00p Play Rehearsal P 
 
Sunday, July 26  
9:00a Stewardship Meeting L 
10:00a Retreat Planning Meeting L 
3:00p Play Rehearsal SH 
 
Monday, July 27  
1:30p Building 2020 Meeting L 
7:00p Play Rehearsal P 
 
Tuesday, July 28  
10:30a Sandwich Making for Martha's Table K 
 
Sunday, August 9 
8:30a Volunteer Corps Board Mtg. Blue 
 
Wednesday, August 12 
7:30p Governance Council Meeting L 
 
Thursday, August 20 
8:00p Chancel Choir Rehearsals Begin CR 
 
Tuesday, August 25 
10:30a Sandwich Making for Martha’s Table K 
 
Saturday, August 29 
10:00a Sandwich Making for Martha’s Table SH 

Mariachi Band at Alejandro’s Good Bye Party 
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