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Sundays in July 
10:00-10:35am 
 Worship: “...and it was very good: Genesis, Creation and Us”  
 Church School for age 3-5: “The Whole People of God” 
10:45-11:30am 
 Age 3-Grade 5: “The Whole People of God” 
 Middle & High School: “READY—Revolutionary, Engaged and Driven 

Youth” 
 Adult Group 1: Discussion of “Learning to Walk in the Dark,” a book by Barbara Brown Taylor (led by 

Jill Johnson) 
 Adult Group 2: “Prayers of the Civil Rights Movement,” in honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Civil 

Rights Act (led by Tim Tutt) 
 Adult Group 3: “The Evolution of Music” (led by Alejandro Hernandez-Valdez) 
11:30am 
 Coffee Hour 
 

Sundays in August 
10:00-10:35am 
 Worship: “Hands-On Church” 
 Inclusive, intergenerational service for all ages in the Social Hall 
10:45-11:30am 
 Hand-On Mission/Service project for all ages 
11:30am 
 Coffee Hour 



 

2 www.westmorelanducc.org July, 2014 

Summer on the Circle Classes 
10:45am - 11:15am 
 
Children’s Class (K-5th grade) 
The Whole People of God is a lectionary-
based Sunday school curriculum that leads 
children on a journey through scripture 
using story, art, drama, and games.  
 
Youth Class (6th – 12th grade) 
R.E.A.D.Y! takes Revolutionary, Engaged, 
And Driven Youth on a journey of self-
discovery as they broaden their view of 
who they are, their place in the church, 
their community, and their world!  
 
Adult Class #1 
Discussion of “Learning to Walk in the 
Dark,” a book by Barbara Brown Taylor (led 
by Jill Johnson) 
 
Adult Class #2  
“Prayers of the Civil Rights Movement,” in 
honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Civil 
Rights Act (led by Tim Tutt) 
 
Adult Class #3 
“The Evolution of Music” (led by Alejandro 
Hernandez-Valdez) Details on page 6 

July Worship Plans 
Theme for July:  “And it was very good: Genesis, Creation and Us” 
 

July 6 
Communion Sunday 
A Celebration of our High School Mission Trip 
Sermon:  Rev. Alexis Kassim and High School Students 
 

July 13 
Sermon:  Jill Johnson 
 

July 20 
Scripture:  Genesis 1:20-23  
Sermon:  Rev. Tim Tutt 
Sanctuary move following Coffee Hour 
 

July 27 
Worship in the Social Hall 
Scripture:  Genesis 1:26-28  
Sermon:  Rev. Tim Tutt and Middle School Mission Trip Participants 
Music by Little Falls Ensemble 
 

Summer on the Circle July Schedule! 
  10:00-10:35am - Worship 
  10:45-11:30 - Summer on the Circle     
                             classes for all ages 
  11:30 - Coffee Hour 
 

Save the Date - Westmoreland Wabanna Retreat 
Friday, October 3 - Saturday, October 5 
 
For many Westmorelanders, the week-end we share together on the beautiful shores of the Chesapeake is no 
longer an option, but a “must” on the Fall calendar.   A moment of calm in the hectic post-Summer season; a 
chance to share a leisurely conversation over a meal with fellow Westmorelanders you might only know by sight; 
an intergenerational experience where lasting bonds are formed that knit our community more tightly together.  
Come see what it is that everyone’s been gushing about.   
 
Put it on your calendar now, so you know you’ll be 
able to join us for a day, or for a weekend, of 
fellowship and thoughtful discussion.  Day 
transportation will be available on Saturday.  Look for 
the sign-up form to be available soon.  Contact Doug 
and Mary Hallward-Driemeier with any questions: 
hallwarddriemeier@msn.com; (202) 508-4776.  
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Welcome New Members 
 

All fifteen members of the 2013-14 Confirmation class 
chose to join Westmoreland. Please introduce 
yourself and welcome our new youth members who 
joined the congregation on May 11: 
 
Zachary Alfonso Caroline Case 
Trey Christo Conor Durbin 
Mimi Grove Zoe Grove 
Nicole Jehl Esther Tawes 
Ben Tutt Brian Weber 
Ella Kraft Andrew Hallward-Driemeier 
Anna McGuire Chris Oakley 
Liam Pierce 
(See photos on Page 10) 

Member News 

Forum About Shared Equity Agreement 
Wednesday, July 2, 7:00pm, Parlor 
 
At the June 15 congregation-wide conversation, we talked about a possible shared equity agreement between the 
Tutts and the church as a method of assisting with housing for the senior minister. Because of the limited time at 
that meeting, we were not able to conclude the conversation. 
 
You are invited to a forum to discuss this shared equity idea. The forum will be in the Parlor at 7:00pm on 
Wednesday, July 2.  If you have questions about this shared equity proposal, contact Mary Staley. 

Congregational Notes 
 
Congratulations to Pat Barnett-Brubaker who 
celebrated her 100th birthday on June 22. She was 
presented in the worship service with flowers, a large 
balloon, cards from the congregation and an album 
of reminiscences. Pat’s children, grandchildren and 
great-granddaughters attended  the service along 
with several friends from around the country. 
Everyone enjoyed birthday cake at the Coffee Hour. 
 
 
James Gammon Sr., a member of Westmoreland 
from 1955 – 2007, died at his home at Asbury 
Methodist Village on June 16. Condolences may be 
sent to: James Gammon Jr., 3851 N. Ocean Blvd. 
Apt. 412, Del Ray Beach, FL  33483 

Best Wishes to Debbie Parker! 
 
Thank you to all who were able to celebrate Debbie 
Parker’s time with Westmoreland at coffee hour!  The 
congregation’s donation to the purse for Debbie is 
approximately $10,000!  In addition, the Governance 
Council voted to close out the approximately $3,800 
balance due on a loan made to provide some short 
term financial assistance to Debbie and her family.   
 
The Prime Timers also presented Debbie with a gift 
and the following poem penned by Jayne MacLean. 
 

Debbie 
 

On Tuesdays once a month we came, 
Aging Westmorelanders, to claim 

Your kind and helpful services: 
“Debbie, where are serving spoons?” 

“Are luncheon tables all set up?” 
And always with a smile you helped us 

Keep the Prime Timers meetings prime. 
 

We won’t say farewell as you retire, 
Because we’d like it very much 

To see you, when you’re well enough, 
To join us at a Tuesday “Timers” lunch. 

 
--Jeanine Derr, Moderator 
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Thoughts from the Minister:  Is God a Myth? 
 

Peace Camp (or any Vacation Bible School experience) may be my favorite week of the church 
year.  For me, it is a chance to paint and play games and sing songs.  Grown-ups need to do those 
things.  I also get a chance to learn with and from our younger Westmorelanders. 

This year, I worked with Alexis Kassim and with Joe Bush and David Batson (great musicians) to 
lead the opening session at Peace Camp each evening.  On the last night, we were talking about 
following in the ways of Jesus as peacemakers -- loving one another, not being selfish, being kind.   

In the middle of that conversation, one of the kids busted out with, “Tim Tutt, some people say 
God is a myth.  Do you think God is a myth?”   We had the chance to talk about what a myth is – Some people, I told 
them, think a myth is a made-up story that is not true.  I think a myth is a never-ending story that is always true.  (I 
think I first heard that idea from Brian McLaren.)   

Then another child made a comment that moved us to a conversation about the difference between fact and truth.  
(I think I first heard that concept years ago from Bob Maddox.) 

Before the conversation finished, another question from a child: “How do we know that Jesus was resurrected?”  
Joe Bush chimed in to note that doubting Thomas in the Bible asked the same question.  It’s always good to 
remember that stories of doubting are in the Bible. 

Interwoven into all of this, thanks to the smart children of Westmoreland, were references to Medusa and other 
Greek myths.  We had the chance to talk about the truth behind the Medusa myth – not using anger wrongly, 
choosing to hang around with good people, not being selfish. 

In about seven minutes, sitting on the floor in the sanctuary, we covered comparative religions, historical-critical 
analysis of scripture, and the cultures and purposes of myth-making.  We talked about peace, doubt and faith.  We 
talked about the call of Jesus to love one another.  It was as fine a conversation as I’ve had in a long time. 

The children are bright, thoughtful, curious, loving.  Thank you to their parents for sharing them with this 
community of faith.  Thank you to all of us for providing a welcoming, caring community for our youngest friends. 

Tim Tutt 

Staff News 
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Images from Peace Camp 
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Thoughts from the Music Director:  About the Evolution of Music 
 

“Without music, life would be a mistake” -- Friedrich Nietszche 
 

Each Sunday morning during the month of July I will be offering a series of lectures in which we will 
travel, figuratively, through time to discover how music has evolved from its primitive stages to its 
current form.  In my attempt to present this musical evolution we will be covering a diverse array of 
styles: classical, folk, rock, Jazz, etc.  The goal of these series of lectures is to try to find out what 
makes music such a special art form, why music has become one of the most powerful vehicles of 
expression, and why it moves people so deeply - regardless of background, ethnicity, or religious 
affiliation. 
 

Music is important to all humans, but every human has an affinity for a certain type or types of music.  What moves 
me musically may not move you.  Some of the music I consider uplifting or powerful may sound stiff or uninspiring 
to some.  These and other questions related to this amazing, ancient, but current phenomenon known as “music” 
will be explored, discussed, and pondered upon. 
 

The classes will take place in the Choir Room beginning at 10:45am.  Please join us! 
 

Peace, 

Alejandro 
Hernandez-

Valdez 

Staff News 

Thoughts from the Children & Youth Music Director 
 

You may be wondering, “What does Brian do during the summer months?”  Well, this summer, I 
am wearing a couple of different hats as I prepare for school year 2014-2015.  I will spend five 
weeks working for DC Public Schools Central Office where my job will be to write the music 
curriculum for PK-grade 5.  This is an important step forward as we continue to provide a high 
quality, comprehensive music education for our students.  
 

Additionally, I will be a Leading Educator Fellow for the next two years.  After a three step 
application process of essays, classroom observations, and a three hour long interview, I was 
asked to join the 2014 DC Cohort.  Leading Educators partner with schools and districts to 
maximize the leadership development of highly effective teachers. Their goal is to bolster the 
talent pipeline via identifying and training strong potential teacher-leaders and, in turn, increase student 
achievement and develop the skills and sustainability of teachers on teacher-leaders’ teams.   
 

All of my work will be based on their 5 core values of education: Equity, Service, Community, Growth, and Results. 
(Sounds a lot like Westmoreland and the UCC, doesn’t it?).  Much of the summer, I will spend time in training and 
workshops reflecting, analyzing my strengths and weaknesses, setting goals, and learning how to grow as an 
effective leader in my school and district.  
 

Change is difficult for me.  Although I will remain in the classroom next year, I will be taking on several additional 
duties mentoring and leading the adults in my building.  I ask for your prayers this summer as I embark on a new 
adventure.   

 

Brian Frye 
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Thoughts from the Membership Coordinator: A Child Visits Westmoreland 
 

One Sunday your parents tell you the family is going to visit a church nearby.  As you enter 
the building some friendly people talk with your parents. One of them introduces herself to 
you and asks you and your sister’s names and ages. She hands each of you a very small 
shopping bag and gives one to your parents, too.   A peek in the bag you were given 
reveals a coloring book, an activity sheet and a box of crayons. Your older sister got a 
different activity book, a pencil and a puzzle cube. You and your family settle into a seat in a 
large sanctuary and then everyone sings to some good music.  
 

Soon the minister invites all the children to come up to the front of the room and tells you 
about a mouse named Miriam who lives in the church and talks to him on Sunday mornings. Everyone joins hands 
for a prayer.  Next thing you know, your dad and another minister are taking you with other children to Church 
School. More people to meet - - two teachers and some other kids about your age. You’re not so sure about all this 
- - the new faces, no one you know, and now your father tells you he’s going back upstairs and will pick you up at 
the end of class.  
 

When the class is over, one of the other kids says “Let’s go! I saw a birthday cake in the social hall!”  What? You’re 
going to a birthday party? Your dad appears and you and he join the rest of the family in a large, noisy room where 
everyone sings “Happy Birthday” to an elderly lady.  Your parents let you eat a piece of cake (even though you 
haven’t had lunch yet!) while they talk to some other adults.  Finally, your parents tell you it’s time to go but the 
family will return next week. 
 

Have you ever thought what it is like for a child to visit Westmoreland?  Picture all the unfamiliar things a first-time 
child visitor encounters here. It can be a bit daunting. As a congregation, we have talked much about welcoming 
our guests and we have focused our conversations primarily on our adult guests. Let’s make an effort to focus that 
same welcome on our children and teen guests as well:  introduce ourselves, speak with them and invite their 
participation  - - and encourage our children to do the same. 

Janet Moyer 

Staff News 

Thoughts from the Office Administrator:  A Day In the Life . . . 
 

Being the Office Administrator at Westmoreland is never boring.  In addition to the “usual” office tasks of 
answering phones, greeting visitors, and creating bulletins, I also have the opportunity to perform other 
miscellaneous duties, such as: 
 

 Cleaning up after a flood in the Social Hall; 
 Trouble-shooting heating/cooling issues for the Children’s Center; 
 Negotiating leases for new office equipment and evaluating new technology; 
 Ensuring building inspections are up-do-date; 
 Helping members with various requests; 
 Managing the building space for the multiple users of our church. 
 

Each day is different!  Thanks to everyone who has made me feel so welcome here! 
 
 

Mimi Miller 
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Building Update 
 
At the end of June, painters repaired and replaced and 
painted gutters and fascia board.  Questions about our 
ongoing property work?  Contact Roy Grossnick or David 
Bennett. 

Painting in the Sanctuary will begin on Monday, 
July 21.  So we need your help on Sunday the 
20th.   After coffee hour we will remove items 
from the Narthex, Coat closet, Quiet Room 
(previously known as the Bride’s Room)  and 
Sanctuary  -- hymnals, bibles, tables, paraments, 
envelopes, printed material and more.  So, take 
part in worship at 10:00; attend a Summer on 
the Circle class at 10:45; visit and attend coffee 
hour at 11:30; then lend a hand for the move. 
 

Moving Day at Westmoreland 
Sunday, July 20 

Property News 

What to Expect in August 
 

 Worship will be held in the Social Hall 
 The Narthex, Quiet Room and Sanctuary will 

be prepped for painting 
 The Narthex, Quiet Room and Sanctuary will 

be painted 
 The pews will be painted 
 New carpet will be installed in the Sanctuary 
 A new “sound loop” (for hearing assistance) 

will be installed 
 The floors under the pews will be refinished 
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Action In Montgomery Electoral Assembly 
 
It was standing room only on Tuesday evening 
June 17, 2014 at the Action in Montgomery 
(AIM) Electoral Assembly. The meeting was 
held in Silver Spring at the Silver Spring United 
Methodist Church. All four Montgomery 
County candidates for county executive were 
in attendance: Council member Phil Andrews, 
Doug Duncan, County Executive Ike Leggett 
and Jim Shalleck. 
 
With an estimated 550-600 people filling 
every pew including the balcony, AIM ran an 
efficient and spirited meeting. First on the 
agenda was AIM’s new initiative for after 
school programs. While AIM continues to 
support its key initiative of affordable and 
senior housing in Montgomery County, they 
are expanding their advocacy for after school 
programs. School representatives present 
made committed to working with AIM to seek 
more state funding for more after school 
programs to engage the poorest children of the county. These children often return to an empty apartment after 
school because their parents are working long hours at more than one job. An estimated 50,000 children qualify for 
free and reduced priced meals in Montgomery County. 
 
Additionally, AIM presented its African Immigrant Caucus. AIM is working with this caucus to help them attain 
higher visibility and gain more political power to address the needs of their community.  
 
Unlike other meetings where politicians are running for office, AIM kept the candidates on a short leash allowing 
them each a total of five and a half minutes to speak. Four and a half of those minutes were allotted to AIM’s three 
questions. First AIM wanted a promise that if elected each candidate would commit to spend a half day getting to 
know the African Immigrant Caucus before January 1, 2015. Each candidate agreed to do so. 
 
Then each candidate was asked two critical questions about AIM’s key initiative for affordable and senior housing 
in the county. First, if elected, how will you work with AIM to secure stable and predictable County funding? 
Second, how will you work with AIM to produce a minimum of 1,000 units of affordable housing annually? 
 
All four candidates agreed to meet with the African Immigrant Causus before January 1st. The three Democrats, 
Andrews, Duncan and Leggett, supported AIM’s goal of 1,000 units of affordable housing annually, with Duncan 
voicing the strongest support by saying 1,000 units wasn’t enough. Duncan also agreed to work with AIM to get 
2.5% of the property tax to be permanent dedicated funding for affordable housing. County Executive Ike Leggett 
also committed to 1,000 units and agreed to work toward solidifying the 2.5% of permanent funding, as did the only 
Republican Jim Shalleck who proposed funding it by privitizing the county’s liquor stores.  Phil Andrews said that, 
due to overall budget needs, he would now  
advocate a firm 2.5% since circumstances might change and budget needs might require that money elsewhere. 
 
--Jill Johnson, Pastor/Intern 

All four candidates for Montgomery County Executive took part in the 
recent Action in Montgomery (AIM) event where the candidates were 
asked to commit to more funding for affordable housing in the county.   
Eight Westmorelanders represented our church at the event. 



 

10 www.westmorelanducc.org July, 2014 

Westmorelanders Invited to Iftar Meal 
Sunday, July 27, 8:00pm 
 

The Institute of Islamic-Turkish Studies (IITS) has invited any and all Westmorelanders to join them for an iftar, the 
fast-breaking dinner, at 8:00 pm on Sunday July 27.  Members of the Institute for Islamic and Turkish Studies will 
host us.  Iftar is the celebratory dinner that ends daytime fasting during the month of Ramadan.  This year, 
Ramadan is June 28/29-July 28/29.  The IITS is located at 10359 Democracy Lane #B, Fairfax, VA 22030, near Chain 
Bridge Road between Lee Highway and Old Lee Highway.  Westmorelanders should arrive at 8:00 pm.  (The fast-
breaking meal doesn’t take place until sundown.)  Members of IITS will first offer a small tour of their mosque and 
institute.  They will offer some basic information about Ramadan, their beliefs, and their congregation.  They will be 
happy to answer any questions presented: please feel free to ask.   
 

After the tour and small presentation, IITS members will participate in the evening prayer.  Westmorelanders are 
welcome to observe or to wait at the tables that will be set up.  Immediately after the prayer, we will all break the 
fast together, with a delicious traditional Turkish meal.  Questions are encouraged during the meal time as well.  
IITS members will sit with Westmorelanders at the tables; they will be happy to talk about Turkey, Islam, or any 
other topic. 
 

After the meal IITS members will participate in the night prayer as well as special Ramadan prayers called 
Taraweeh.  Westmorelanders are free to leave at this time or stay as long as you wish.  Note:  The Ramadan prayers 
are rather long; you are welcome to stay for as short or long a time as you wish. 
 

You may want to know that in the IITS house of worship, shoes are not worn.  There are cabinets available as you 
enter the top of the institute to place your shoes.   
 

Please feel free to ask any questions in the days leading up to Ramadan.  Feel free to contact Tim Tutt at 
Westmoreland or Mehmet Ayaz, the associate imam at IITS.  Their webpage is: www.iitstudies.org.  Their phone 
number is 703-385-7773. 
 

If you plan to take part in this tour, meal and conversation, please RSVP to Mimi at the Westmoreland church 
office. 

Images from Confirmation Sunday 
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CR ~ Choir Room 
K ~ Kitchen 

L ~ Library 
MR ~ Mabry Room 

N ~ Nursery 
P ~ Parlor 

S ~ Sanctuary 
SH ~ Social Hall 

YL ~ Youth Lounge 
Red ~ Red Class 

Blue ~ Blue Class 
Yellow ~ Yellow Class 

Tuesday, July 01  
 High School Mission Week  
2:00p Staff Meeting L 
7:30p Women’s AA Meeting MR 
7:30p Sound Loop Meeting L 
Wednesday, July 02  
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
7:00p Equity Sharing Meeting P 
Friday, July 04  
 Office Closed  
Saturday, July 05  
9:30a Yoga Class MR 
Sunday, July 06  
9:00a Adult Study: Lectionary Discussion P 
10:00a Summer on the Circle Worship S 
10:00a Nursery Care for children through age 2 N 
10:45a Summer on the Circle Classes L, MR, P, YL 
11:30a Fellowship Hour SH 
Monday, July 07  
12:00p ACOA Meeting MR 
Tuesday, July 08  
2:00p Staff Meeting L 
7:30p Women’s AA Meeting MR 
8:00p Haskill Smalls Recording S 
Wednesday, July 09  
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
Friday, July 11  
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
8:30p AA Meeting MR 
Saturday, July 12  
9:30a Yoga Class MR 
Sunday, July 13  
8:30a Volunteer Corp. Board Mtg. Blue 
9:00a Adult Study: Lectionary Discussion P 
 Mission Moment: Interfaith Works  
10:00a Summer on the Circle Worship S 
10:00a Nursery Care for children through age 2 N 
10:45a Summer on the Circle Classes L, MR, P, YL 
11:30a Fellowship Hour SH 
Monday, July 14  
12:00p ACOA Meeting MR 
Tuesday, July 15  
2:00p Staff Meeting L 
7:30p Women’s AA Meeting MR 
Wednesday, July 16  
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
Friday, July 18  
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
8:30p AA Meeting MR 
Saturday, July 19  
9:30a Yoga Class MR 
 

Sunday, July 20  
 Middle School Mission Week Off Site 
9:00a Adult Study: Lectionary Discussion P 
10:00a Summer on the Circle Worship S 
10:00a Nursery Care for children through age 2 N 
10:45a Summer on the Circle Classes L, MR, P, YL 
11:30a Fellowship Hour SH 
11:30a Sanctuary Move S 
11:45a Mid-East Committee Meeting P 
4:00p Little Falls Swim Club Banquet SH 
Monday, July 21  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
12:00p ACOA Meeting MR 
Tuesday, July 22  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
2:00p Staff Meeting L 
7:30p Women’s AA Meeting MR 
Wednesday, July 23  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
Thursday, July 24  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
Friday, July 25  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
8:30p AA Meeting MR 
Saturday, July 26  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
9:30a Yoga Class MR 
Sunday, July 27  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
9:00a Adult Study: Lectionary Discussion P 
10:00a Summer on the Circle Worship SH 
10:00a Nursery Care for children through age 2 N 
10:45a Summer on the Circle Classes L, MR, P, YL 
11:30a Fellowship Hour SH 
11:30a Finance Meeting MR 
11:45a BMF Meeting L 
Monday, July 28  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
12:00p ACOA Meeting MR 
Tuesday, July 29  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
10:30a Sandwich Making for Martha’s Table K 
2:00p Staff Meeting L 
7:30p Women’s AA Meeting MR 
Wednesday, July 30  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
12:00p ALANON Meeting MR 
Thursday, July 31  
 Sanctuary Painting S 
 

July Calendar (This calendar does not include contracted use by the Washington Conservatory) 
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The deadline for the August Westmorelander is July 28 
Please send your submission to Mimi Miller at mmiller@westmorelanducc.org. 

Summer on the Circle Schedule  
(Details on Page 2) 
 
10:00 - 10:30am  
Worship 
Church School Ages 3-5 
 
10:45-11:30am 
Classes for all ages  
 
11:30am 
Fellowship Hour 
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“Three things in human life are important. The first is to be kind. The second is to be kind. And the third is 

to be kind."  - Henry James  

mailto:timtutt@westmorelanducc.org

